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but God. will it to PerfeCtian, in caſe ye 
be but IJnſtaot 9d conſtant in Prayer for his 
Biting, Al 
And fly otyhave ap earneſt defire of 
inform” foe yr Sr. Antony firſt entred ah 
Aſcetick way of Liying ; and what mgniig of 
Man hg" tbelqre; and what fort of End h 
| | -#n&" whetht&r the ReEports-chat 


have pals d about him are true; in order, I pre 
a kts 2 your ſelves = rot Emulation - | 

im; and hereupon heve#l t fit to req 
+ ok my hands: 


an Account of his Jt duct 


Cd ood rc 


t _ too; for the Tru ws it; 15, the Remem- 
+ . brance” of St: * Wi 52 hs rp Ad- 
ys - £0 me: Beſgdes;too, I am very well 


thar _ you ave] * an _ 
jenprrndÞ eee 


rival 

efapr bio, : y - 

x cn ecu: that an y Monk hay form fs 

olitude by it; "and "Q6iefofe | Lak hv 

c<{-be ieve what-ever you may havehe 
cerning him-; "but rather to look 1 upon 

- mon Reports, as traride'ss they” may ſeem, wo 

| Fall far ort of what' St," Antory tic and Wis: 

for'truly. his Fame does not core near his Worth. 

And 1 myſt needs fay,' that what'Fſend now to 

you concteming him 3nthis Lentes, by reaſon > 


The Urgency of yout Requeſt, is only an " ke imper I: 


. 


* ſet Relation of ſome-few Paſſages 'of his' Life 


B's 


- 


1 they knew of him, his Life would be-found's : 
* Task' too great for any Biographer to undertake! 


| Letter had reach'd my hands, thought fit to 
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which are ſtil} freſh in 'my Memory. And Þ 

_ deſire;you. by no means to-leave off- Enquiring* | 
* about. him"of Paſſengers from all Quarters ; | 
for Iam. perſwaded, did every one ſpeak what 


| to-perfeCt it::' For which reaſon, as ſoon as your* - 


{end / for- ſome- of thoſe Monks; who'us'd)\ free | 
quently to vifit him, that by their Information | 
my Narrative might be s little fuller than "tis 
- now. But. becauſe the: ſoantineſs of-tlie  Sea- 
© mens time .and the -hafſt of "the Pacquer:Boat 
 Bfaraiten'd me fo, - rhat/1 could nor carry till 
they came; '1 have us'd: my-afthoſt Diligence | 
to. acquaint your | Reverences | witle all ' : 
| knew my ſelf, (for  T:have' often "ſeen hinyF : 
+ 4nd. could learn from a'Perfory who ws hi: 
Servant no ſmall time, andts'd to: pou? the Wa?! 
* ter on his Hands when he waſhed. ''' F have'e if 

_ along'ey'd the Truth, {0 tar whore bl 
more than: he will find here, '1 23S LEY give, 
Credit to what-.he hears. '' Who-0&rSnaws iS! 
' of hincaan't choſe but” heve jewel FHOughrs | 
of St. Huromyg\ bur however,” cann't rex } 
Þ muchas he onghe whoReads this, * Ps 
JT: Anton was Born in Forde, horh of Rick | 
4M Noble, (6 — is better Cori 
riſtian; 


| .» I | (TE, 
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- Chriſtian Parents. And indeeed his exact Chri- 

 ſtian Life was a clear Evidence of his Chriſtian 

/Birth. During his Childhood he was always 

| Kept at home, being an utter Stranger to every ' , 
Body but his Father's Family. And after he 


| Was a little grown up, he could not endure to -- 
o to School, purely becauſe of an inbred Aver- 


[4 


tation to keeping Company with other Children : 

| For he had a on deſire to live, as we read of 
 Facob, .like' a plam Man dwelling in Tents. 
Teng port pine fnenfind. very, 

: a: id not appear Liſt- 

5 : Neither, as he grew up, did the 
laſt fan 1of u reſractory Spirit appear in him : , 


But hw was always very Obedient to his Parents, 
and Attentive to the Prayers and Homilies, and 
Ge ily careful to reap Profit to his Soul 
f "wafer he heard. Though he faw his Pa- 
reat Eſtare, yer he never was cote 
vai unty Vi , or variety of Diſhes, 
7-not in the leaſt ſolicitous about matters of 
1: at, kind; but was always pleaſed with whar-ever 
was provided, and never deſired any thing elle. 
E ok hteen =O cars = 
at tne m was an Orphan, wit 
In only and very- you _—_ _ nk 
is Parents, (notw1 3 
when they dy'd, with Fo. mon a the 
nave Family TE Edutation | 
t lus Wt: fore Six ron after their _ 
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Degeaſe was expir'd, 2s he was going ( accord- 
ing to his Cuſtom) to Church, and ordering 
p ora into a fit yy for Don that 
ext-( Matt.. 19. 27. ) of the A av 
| of to follow their Saviour, came punicully s 
| + his Mind in the midit of hi re ra 
concerning who in ie: 5 

Sold their Eſtates, and brought and laid; bs 
the Apoſtles feet, to be diſtributed as, every one 
I , - and what, and how great am Hope | 
| remains. laid up for them in Heaven:,/'With 
theſe Thoughts he went -into the: Church, 
Now it happened on that Day, that that part of 
OR OT 99 od where we read -oar Lord 
CE ee es 2 kk a thoa 
_ wilt be perfett, Go ſel all thy P gre : 
_ wnto w fa and then: come fi yo follow me, aud. 
thou ſhalt have Treaſure in Heaven. This: ea - 
/ St, Antony apply'd (as particularly _—_— ra... 
fo to himſelf; and hercupon erfbrac g the 


ry ies hich he fold: it, among : 
e where he livd; : 
Siſter's Mind _— 


6 UThelifeof Sh&ANTONY. 
3- And having reſerv'd ſome ſmall mattenfor 
| "Rag Siſter; the next time he went to Church he 
| heard-our Lord fay-in: the Goſpel, Matr. 6. Ei, 
| Take dials broke Morrow: | And therefore, 
| Without any-mone:delay, he cen. went out il» 
| mediately,, and. Yifwribined that too anidng the 
| Poor. Anborne her in Charge to fome 
experienc'd y\ VEguns to he Educated 
40 Meir CloyNers he betvo oxcreg toan Acer 
- tick Jife fem dons, holes ng: a very” clo 
- Eye upon. himfelt, a leading very | 
:- \Life;' for ;at-that time: there to Fane 
| ere any; ſertſec Monafteries in &g | 
| tid any Mook live in a'reniote Wildetnefs: But | 
kvhoexer : bad. a mind to? 6rder” himſelf; very 
zxcrcisd himſelf in fome; | 
| pox far. from sown:'Towh. | : At this'tiraechers 
ws en Old Man in. a\ neighbouring Village that 
| bad chlges hindelf; to a ſalitary Life: from his 
| Youth.:; St; dvtony having abſerv'd' him; was 
Nan ITE and at firſt continu'd 


| Nudious and. : Caurter of” edio like 
£4 prone he.wauld be ſure to. go and 
| find -hing.que, never returning2o his own Abode 


' TeLifeof SEANTONY. © 7 
he! 'd his: Mind with” fuch exactnefs, -as-to 
"never 10. return again to the Place whiere | 
hy_Anceftors' Seat was; /nor ſo mucty #s to bedt 
[= ſecular: Cn of ar gui s in his Me- 
if ory any; longer; that heimight intirely ppl 
bis Mind and Aﬀections'to a Vigorous Ad aey 
= Aſceticks.. And thereford be wrohk bt' with 
hs aws Haves, becauſe 'tis written; Y'Thef. 3. 
10..Let ct the Idle eat.  Part'of what he got 
 byJis Labour he ſubſiſted on himſelf, and part 
| of it he gave to the Poor. He Prayed conti- 
| mtilly, becauſe he had learnt that we ought ro 
| pray inceſhantly_in/private He atrended' ſo dis 
| bpently :10« the: Scriptures, when: read, that 'no+ 
| thing fell/to'the ground, fronr him, but he held , | 
ith faſt; that kts Mind 
rigs For. the, fake 'of: his Detmeanour,” he 
was belov'd by ut: He falmitted, with \ 
| Tradineſs, ro all virtuous Perſons whotrf he Ons 
ed: He would, with-great diligence, by Many 0 
mark every” virtuous Perſod's Vettue, for which 
he on x, pnatiary Swe; and flamp thiett | 
would OU & / h an | an 3 
Ooligingaets of years age; in'anothergen wn-  * 
wearied Fervonr in Pet in # third, Calif» +1 
, aels_ of Spirix 'm-a fourth, great Condeſterition {4 
and Chari : He woutd very: affeQion rely ef 


bs bao hl % & »® wy 


wasas pbod as 1 mrs = 
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-| -.3- And having reſerv'd ſome ſmall mattenfor 
Ft Sifter; the next time he went to Church he 
| heard-our Lord fay.in. the Goſpel,” Matr. 6. 34. 
| Take nathought for the Morrow-: And therefore, 
| without any: mone-delay, he cen; went out im 
ny - aid <iftribiined Hays too pm 
| Poor rr in Chargeto 

| experienc'd = y: Virgins,” tobe Educated 
Ti: Meir Cloyter he betvok himRf.ro'ari A 

| tick Life without doors, keeping: a hea he 

. E (7 Upon. himſelf, and a 


2 very, ri 
sLife;: /for En - 166-.p 


th.,c.9 rang wr wp q| 
lam'd-with.1 and at fiſt continu'd 
| place or ot ber that; was hard by 


Uloge;” + 107 practi he heard: ins 


| Nudious" and;/ zealous: Cearter of Yertus, like 
a pint Bas he.wauld be ſure t0.go and 


Va him” Was 


"Wh 
n 
þ 

I; 
l 
| 

| 
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_ his: Mind with” ſuch exactnefs, -as-to 
ve" never ito. returi agabs co the Place where 
bu Azceftors' Seat was; 'nor ſo much as to beat 
Jinn ſecular Concerns of bis Relations in his Mes 

; that heimight intirely/ »pply 
his "and Aﬀetions'to 2 vigorous Aflduity 


hs own Hanes, becauſe 'tis written; Y'Thef. 3, 
10.. Let ct the Idle eat.  Part'of what nes got 
by lis Labour he ſubſiſted on himſelf, and 
of is he: gave to the Poor. Tie Projed toms 
| nally, becauſe he had learnt that we ought ro 
 rceſlintty. in private He attended! ſo di- 
Tently 20: the: Scriptures, when! read, that mo | 
thing fell'to the ground fotey lh but he held . 
Th taſt, chat his Mind was/as gbod as4 Library _ 
to him. + For the. fake 'of. his Nemeanour,” he 
was belov'd by-All : | Ho faimitted, with great 
readineſs, ro all virtuous Perſons whont he viſits 
ed: He would, with: get rag tres y himlel 


nels vf iS Spirit; Thn-s fourth, #-iþ oft 4 
"He would very Cy 5 Fq 


and Chari 
| tix Pre x Sprightlmeſs, Vi F 
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dineſs in Conferences-' on Spiritual Subjeas; 
Here he-admir'd yr” for his Fouts 
nimity, Paſromce, Courage; there another 
for his F hard Lyings 5; 2 jel eto 
and other ſuc like Arrs fo _— 
But . and above all, wy 
on Gs ek her Diets Lend retainer 
Aﬀection for Chriſt, and ſtrcam- of mutual 
Love, which was very obvious and legible in 
chem all. 'Thys be-us'd conſtantly to go back 
fo his own Cell always fraught with fuck afeful 
Obſervations as theſe ; making himſelf rhe Re- 
# politory of all thoſe Excellencies he could ipy 
. in others ; whence. he was. wont. to elicit and 
bY, them in'a bright-and 'exem Cone 
All the Conteſt 'he had with thoſe 
meAge with himſelf, was,'to be ſecond 
' them' in| Chriſtias Diſcipline : In 
ich wor of ViRories he behaved himſelf 


kin "Novoe of him; inſmwch, that the 
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ba; but made-ir his Endeavour to thwart all 


ro his Diſadvantage. 


At he ſtrove:to bring him off of his 


tetick Courſe' of Life, by throwing into his 
Mind a Remembrance of his Eſtate, of the 
Nearneſs of his Relations, and a. Solicitude for 


them; a Love of Money, Iygs proce == 6 


geat' Varieties of Pleaſure, and other 


4 0006 eg pr oeacte ere ſan 


In Ring nels of Vertue, 
| a Man to obtain 
mon, eFthe Weoknews 


Remainder of his Life, w 


Rn as the Enemy w him- 


if tor kk to foyl St. Antony's Reſolution ; 
ind quite negates Fo that he | himſelf was 
| 157g by the Holy Man's Steddinefs, ſup- 

 pantec Faith, and fall'n- by akis - 
| earneſt Prayers, he aſſum'd 


tio and Confidence in thoſe We _ 
Bees knows every Man carries 'abour 
in-his owh Fleſh againſt himſelf; for here 


y lies in Ambuſh: againſt rhe Souls of 
rdingh are iangaionas 
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tweenthem; ifor theDevil threw. file hy Thogie Yet 
Toutet 


.. intohis Mind; and the YoungMan 
' out as faſt by Prayers: 3the:Adverlary us'd: his x 


Policies 1 make \his Body: dillolute, and % 
bellious ;' onthe other: hand; St) 4ntowy fort 
his Sou, he ud hs Body hatly, and kepeit if 


under + 4 Faithi and R pf a | ſ: 


Orr era: ilenactbales, the Dont we 


be hinting theSoftneſs: inp 
EE Antony, [like 


$2 enraged and-exaſperited Perſon, by te To ; 


Nd God's Move Menaces of :Fire, and the 
* thee undherwhich the neyer 


now mn enros be rok race ry 
| bis GORE For our Lord, ubo 


ute © 


b - 
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efflcſh Himſelf for our fake, and gave the 
Y a Conqueſt over the Devil, wrought. and 
+ ed together: with 'this Holy Yourh."''S6 
A , every one:who-ſtrives in good earneſt wArh © 
'» » wv may, 'with good reaſon, tay, Not 'L 
ty] + »' Grace of God with'me," 7 Cor, T's. Ugg 
the Devil bodkebvin that he ent not 
þ mhrow and diſcourage 4»tory b this Device, 
Wo g his Teeth, and” being 1 e one befidd 
$4 ma t vo: ſee himſelf droye out”; The Wwho't& 
: i black 'in his Natilre within! 5 Pappear'd' in 
» rin of « ' Black Boy 't0” Antony, and-as it 
4 Wn Ying ar his Feet, { for' the crafty Pirit 
1 out 'of his Heart, now no onget 
( agony laid; F tl ey Bos o 
ve" deceived 'm 
E y, Thave” worſted x Kage v bay 
bavin now” exe tren ſi 
, (at oplinſt many dthers'l Rn Feat: 
en 0's . & overcome. "'Who'1 |) this { id Aut ary Ny 
{= 5665 puepd i "The Devil nfuepac 
frtet whini Tone; To this Day have _ 
d ſoft fleſhly Allurements in Young Pertgr 
al have been call's; The Spirit of Forriicat®. 
li” many; when willing to be Saber r, have 


tetiv'd > many NR. I, by 5 Hypo re, 
nf hang Motions, drawiaf ? Tam 
of whom 'the Propher ſpeaks, "Zo. 4. tz. 
her ber ded che Spe ah) 

a by me tharchey were * rxipp'> ind Fam 


he 
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he who have ſo often diſturb'd thee, and @ ; 
having paid bis Thanks to God, and being bill 
. come' mage valiant in Spirit, faid; Hence 
Plain. that thou art ver: 
Soul is black and fwart| 
as a Child; neither will 


us St, 


4 if the Devil were intirely under 
Cid the Enem 


ic | / 3 | El | 27 
could not - deceive| his Heart by Pleaſure, K 
would try the more ſubtlely and 

yo 


$ AT. $3 *s 


D , 
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it by other Methods ; for the Devil is Sin's 


pred. Wherefore Antony tam'd his Body 
*2nd more, leſt after: he had conquer'd in 


fo v8 Combars, he ſhould be dragg'd a Captive 
BE: hr hg in others. Hence he relolves to accu- 
ks 'Þ * mſelf to ſeverer Diſciplixe ſtill. Ar 


many were through 
' Bur however, he went thorow with 
Ts for the bent of v1 erg ha- 

; aſt «F! time, wro uch a 
n him, that he ſeiz'd _ every, br oe 


T2 : (Occaſion of exerting his ſtrenuous purſuir 


Vertue. 
watch'd fo very much, that oft-times 
I aithour Sleeping al Night 00g 0 and this 
K once, or ſo, bur very often, to admiration. 
& rat once a Day, aſter Sun-tet; ſorgetimes but 
ein two Days ; nay, and "ſometimes bur 
Kin four Days. His Djct was Bread and 
; His Drink only Water. Inſtead of a 
her-Bed, he /ay on a Mat; .and ſometimes 


the bare Groung. He never anointed himſelf, 
once Faule he ſaid 'twas moreproper forthe Younger 
"us addict themſelves to Aſcerick Exerciſes, thaitf 
3 feel out thoſe things which. inate the 
; They ſhould rather accult chemſelves 
\ labour, and to bear the Apoſtle's ſaying in 
flind,. 2 Cor. 12. 10. IWhen [ am weak, 
s firong ; for then Claid he) the Vi- 
it is renew'd, and becomes 
. Athletick, 


%. EE HT 
Athletick, when the Pl aſures. of the Body | 


guiſh; and are impair'd. . This alſo wa 


FATA6:4 be Il 
? #277 er _— I ftand, I wil Jurel$ | 
/be; 2 my [elf 1 to ay : for he obſerves from till 
Prophet's. ſaying, ;{o day, he did not take 
tacaſure. of the imt paſt, but every day, a3 
wm were, wing the firſt Foundation of his Ve 
tye, he ſtudied to approve hi ſelf ſuch. an 0 
"pe, to be before God; pure in He: 
| | obey his Will, and No, ones El 
Ale retick F2 he) app 
1 himſelf his oo RE 


; PA HY - 
Hi Antony havit 0g by 4 

$, TEC Re tal Sno 

| led to Fenda were af 4 conſiderable 
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ance from thar Town, hevieg firſt, a | 
"guaintarce with it, who ſupp nie 
ugh' to ſubſift upon.a go | 
xs! got thither; he went, into. | ONE 
- and ſhut. the door ; over , his 
ied within there by himſelf; , - 
devit. not, being able to away with 
id leſt, in-a little riume, the. whole 
be fill'd with ARES * CANE. ONE 
breat comply of. Devils, and beat 
Wn at that fearful rate, mg he:lay 
und, becuiſe of the Extremity of 
&: for he proteſted his/Pains were 
& *rwas impoſlible Men ſhould be 
raments of the like. Bur, by the Pror 
thoſe who hope in Him ) the Day after an. Agr” - 
 quaintance came with forne Loaves to him, who, 
c x:foon 5s be had:'open'd the door, ſecing him 
forge; like « Dead Man upon the Ground, 
him-bp and carried .him ro the Towne 
Þ Church, and:laid him upon the Paveme where 
: wary of his Relations and Towns-P plefar by 
"8 him, { as they there-us d todo about the-Corps' 
of the. Dead. ? . Now! Lou Madhight . Antony 
TW cams to' himiſclf/ and awoke, and faw all aſleep 
"but himſelf and his Acquainzance that brought 
< fromthe Tombs. | 4ntory therefore betken'd 
Jl. wo him,and defired him ro carry him 
Y Tombs, without difturbiogany of then. Ac 
©», Coed cxrried un. 
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| nd when the Pleaſures. of the Body 
; and are .impaird.... This alſo was. aq a 
murable * hought of. his, (iz..). Thar he 
not think. it Px oper. to meaſure our Pri 
Yertue, by the length of the Time we 
aut, or; by our Res. ſo muchas 
Divine, TSS and Fl pry 
of our Holy, Purpo 

mber the. RE is wall; ee every. Þ 
as thoug .itwerg, the firſt, be 'w p_tg -xpick 
more i "Thirſt. and Endeavour a adi 
ther Advance. . Speaking, b oo the uy Ee: 
loquie, Unc of Fg: Fr rw T9 F ih 

e at  WPCH 26, BEPIG,, ang PrejIng 
Fen 21h ors the ot | 
Aer fh 2 King: 18. 15. As the Lo 
W770 lrues, before whos 1 land, 1 wil ju 
my {elf to day : for he obſerves from tl 
Wophers ſaying, 7o day, he did not take 
tacaſure. of the Time paſty but every 6,4 
it were, layin pying the Grſt Foundation of his Ve 
tye, he ſtudied to approve himſelt fuch: an of 
&s he. ought to be before God; pure in Hear 
Tos: his 7D) and « No; ofjes Et 


 & x 
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wy from that. Town, haviog, firſt acquainted 
L his Acquaintaice with hs Aut 'dhia 
vith- Bread enough to (ubGRt upon.a good while. 
FJ: he was got thither; he went, into. one, 
af the Tombs, and ſhut, the door over. .his 

3; and-rarried within there by bimſelf.+ 
Now the Devih.not, being able toaway Vith 
; and afraid leſt,'in.@ little time, the. whole 
t ſhould befill'd wich Aſceticks, came one 
heawith a great compatiy of. Devils, wy 

IF 4ac W ui banc that fearful rate, that he-1a 
"0 kong time Dumb, becauſe of thc \Extremity 3 
y þ Ween for he $. puoceſtss his' Pains were 
' poſſible Men ſhould be 
3 like. Bur, by the Proy 
Taco of God, (for che Lord does not:forget 
' thoſe who. hope in:Him.) the Day after an Acy - 
i qameance came with fome Loaves to him, who, 
' ſoon xs he had open'd the door, hwy 
| ons aloig, like a Dead Man upon the 
him-Aip and carried him ro | the, Towne 
; ;and:laid himupon the Pavement, where 
5 many of his Relations and T owns-Pe far ob 
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8. And when he was return'd thither, ſhu-. 


_ ingdownthe/Tomb-top, he tarried within thete 
as before; and oe ng ns to ſtand, becauſe 
of the Stripes rhe Devil gave him, he prof 
lying proſtrate ; and after he had pray'd, he fai 
ok 1 Antony am here ; Tdon't run away for 
your Stroaks or Terrours: For hongh you in- 
flick more upon me, nothing ſhall ſeparate me fr 
the Love of Chriff. Then he ſung that of the 
Pſalmiit, Though Hits encamp -againſt. me, yet 
wor my Heart be afraid. Thus did Antony 
think and ſpeak : Bur the envious Enemy, and 


hater of all Good, wondering to ſee him appear 
fo confident in ſpight of all that he endur'd, 


with Envy, faid ; See here, we have not tam'd 
nor tir'd this Man, either with the Spirit of For- 
nication, or with our Stripes and Buffetings: 
on the contrary, he is grown the more daring 
againſt us ; ler us therefore ' ſet upon him ſome 
other way, { for the Devil has always new 
Schemes ready at hand to promote his malicious 
Deſigns.) Wherefore, nor: long after, they 
came and made ſuch a great Neiſ#in the Night- 
' time, that the whole Mons ſtery teern'd to be 
ſhook, and the Walls of the Call to be broke 


ough by the Devils' transforming themſelves 


 intoth Shapes of all ſorts of Beaſts, Lyons, 
Bears, Leopards, Bulls, Serpents, Aſps, Score 
pions and Wolves z every one of which _ 


ms A oe. ets Bt. DO NT ot To Ce OR non Eon EASE GS einen a oak  . aa 
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a. © md aQed agreeably; to the Creatures which 
» Wy 17 repreſented ; ,the Lyon roaring, and ſeems 
og to-make towards him, the Bull to but, the 

og to creep, and the Woolf to hare towards 

| im, and fo, in ſhort, all the reſt, according ro 
their Natural Motions ; fo that 4wopy was tor- 
tured and mangled with them fo: grievouſly, 


Sowever, he was unmov'd, compos'd, wakeful, 

ad himſelf: He groan'd igdeed for Bodily Pains, 
- unghing, hefalg; *.If ye had any Strength, 
» | would be enough for only one of you tocome 
1 & gait bon a, but becauſe the Lord og eogend 
ft | £394; therefore ye |thus try to ſcare me. by a 
- .*Muttitude ; bd CON 8 6 RT 


» | ten: of your. Weaknefs ) ye have; pution the 
: | Shapes of irratiogal Creatures, of barn any 
; /: Power, if ye hayereceiv'd any Authortty,;don 
> & Gdelay, but ſeize me: Butif ye have not Ability, 
» || *Why do ye trouble both me and your ſelves in 
, I *vain? My Faith in God is a ſufficient Seal ar 
, | *Security of his ſtanding by me, | The Devi 
therefore having aſſaulted him a.Jong while to 
| -80-purpoſe, gnaſh'd. their Teeth at him, for 
they found they mock'd themſelves more than 
they. mock'd him. _ Wh 11g Sol 
*-9+: Moreover, the Lord did not forget 4ntovy.s 
"Bravery at this time, but came to. his. Help ; 
[for as AntonyAook'd up, fag Roof of the Cell 


Was 


# 
#4 


this Bodily Pain was greater now than before: 


Ap 
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ov'8s Th it were open'd, and there was a Beam of 


j ya reſ 


Ing down, as it were, upon him ; 
pot the Devils ſtraitway became Speech- 
Gerd Pain too preſently. ceas'd, —_ the 
in. "Now. Antony being ſenſible 
vf the Eaſe thar had been ſent fin and that he 
had gain'd Breath, and reſpite from 'his Dolours, 


waſt thotr before > Why did ft thou not a 
% x firſt, on. thou this aft: Jin my" 


s; egg beth Aelper —_ make Ck : 
*2M1''Phaces:- = fl "heard this, he roſe and 


. i; He — FRY Oe as he was walkin 


himſelf ſtronger bent to rhe Ex- 
*ertilſe 0 ion ; and hewent to that Old Man 
7 #hoth'T miehriond before): rhat Night, and 
Would frinhave- 'co-hiabjred with him'in the De- 
Fart” *'Butthe Old Man - ofchetlng, aavn becauſe of - 
Age ,and the Unuſualgeſs [ob th 

 Meglately fledirito the M Ns 
My agar oBerving 7s nt being * witli = 
retard1t, left ſenblaws felaÞepioeat Fe 


to theVyſion,and ſaid: }* Where 


| 
; 
[ 
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tony perceiving his Craft, and fpy- 
| kpc Do the Dyh, wtf it after this wa 
4 Whience ſhould this Diſh come hither ? 


_ his no beaten Road, neither is here any Tra- 
Wd | "veller s tread: If it had-been loſk, 'tis roo. bi 


t be ©not to, be recover'd again preſently: Doubtleſs 
hel *it would have been found if they had return'd ; © 
"Y } and, doubtlebs, had any one loft. it, he would 
Au AVE  return'd,  wovfir the place is fo ſolitary. 
__ * NiS.1S certainly. one of the Devil's Tricks : 
= | pet however, thou ſhalt,not impede. my Holy 


aſe {o : May it periſh with thee, Nofooner 


one as the Word irvlh 'd, but the Platedifa cd, 
- #; ke 'Smoak before the Fire. Perry 
"i .. It. Another time he ſaw not only a reſem- 


lance, bur real Gold thrown in the way :. Whe- 
ther it was a bad Spirit, or ſome. good, Power 
pw that laid it there to try the Heroe, and to ſhew 
the. Dewl. that he did not value real Money, he 
tether told, ine, nor do I know any more of 
s then that it Io really what it appeared to be. 
= | Antony wondered at ans Fg of ir, and 
%aping over. it, as a in..A oy - 
Fire, | gever ſtood. ſo much as 
| a ajlens Hr ec [4 that he was 


Hr Was apt ihe rages, ide 
oa Pe. he came twas fl 4 


wo 7TETRERS 


5 


* 
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of reptile Creatures, yet when he went in the 
Serpents left the Place, as though it had been 
- baunted by an Enemy. Here, after he had, 
Nope up the Entry, he laid in Bread enough ; 
" to ſerve him half a Year, ( which the 7hebans 
. often'do; rv, ſometimes they will continue 
without mouldinga Year together ) arid havi 
a continued ſupply of Water within, he wi 
Wp his Soul to God. There he coritinued al- 
Fi in his Monaſtery, having entred it, as a 
Chancel; neither ffirring out himſelf, nor 
Noride of Comers; only once in fix 
= he took in ſome Loaves at the top of 
| the Houſe, | 
. Some of his Acquaintance came often to 
Virg! and becauſe he would notler them in, liv'd | 
oft&h' without doors whiole Days and Nights by 
tim, andfem'dto hear aturmaltmous tout within, 
bawling and wailing from within, and' crying, 
*Gerawa ay from our place.; What have you todo 
ir the Wilderneſs, ſince you counrenance none 
'* of our” Deyices 2” Thoſe "thar were without 
thought it'r jphe be be'ſome-Travellers that had 


'gotinro himby ze the top of tlie Caſtle; 
Wtet: "hat ara een Fri peep'dthorow 
[2 Fe a ck and fe no Lady, by conch 
3h | ogy : Hor! tie lie 


than hin 5 and perro ps at 
_ ken him dead, (ihe © #119 him rg, Let _ 


ai, | 
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ariſe, and his Enemies be ſcattered : Let them 
waviſh, , as the Smoak waniſheth : ®.As the Wax 
welteth before the Fire, fo Sinners ſhall periſh” 
from the Pre exce of God, And again ; AJ Na- 
fions ed me round about ; but in the Name 
of the Lord 1 ftav'd them off. __ ' | 

£1 3- Thus-did he lead Twenty Years, in. pri» ® 
| vate Exerciſe, never ſtirring out, or ſeen by. any 
one. But, at laſt, many others deſiring t0.1Mmi- 
| late his Aſcetick Life, and orher Acquaintance© 
coming to him, an « breaking open. the .Door 
| þ 000m Anton came out of the Caſtle, as out 
gt: celljble Sanctuary, teing matric 
R Born: of -the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and bes 
come full of God, . The Spectators, when he 
came out, were. in-an Amaze, to fee his Body, 
tha "had been. ſo belabpur'd by Devils,..in the 
fame ſhape inwhich it was before his Retirement. 
The: emper of. his Soul, was very pureg,peither 
| 147 $1.by Sadneſs, nor. hattered by Yoluptu- - 
£” Mother Laughter.nor Melanehaly. Id s 
Rt in their "Chains {. The fight of che; Multi» ; 
tude did not-diſturd. him nor their ProfGxina ; 


1%; tf he was. jncire 
regular, ed by Reaſ Reaſon and i Kroon, an and, 
bxed in the primitive -Sate-of- Nature, Our” 
Lord healed many: Sick, Perſons by him. He: 
_ too that were polleſſed, comforted ; 
at be. and. reconciled. many 
ps them all to ya 


Af 
7 * £ 
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fer none of the e Things of this World before the 
 Loveof Chrilt; diſcourſing andexhorting them 

'to be mindful of ſuture Goods, and of the great 
ey a. of God, who ſpared not his owns. 
Son, but gave Him up for us all.” He'perfwaded | 
\.*marly to chuſe a ſolitaryLife ; and by-this means 
” there came to be many Monufteries in 'the 
Mountains: So that now the Defarts / were 


FEſtates and Houſes, and. entred themſelves Mem+ 
as! of- the Heavenly City. 


# Once tle had in Octalarinis. pals ove 


Brethren, Monks ; which French was'very full 
of Qrotodiles;; but St. Autony, afid' all” that 
were with him, by the pure Vertue' of Prayer, 
. went over unhurt./ When he rethtned ' to his 
| Monaſtery, Ba obliged himſelf 'ro'! w—_ ſevere 


th-like Enterprizes. ' By his 


Poor 'of other Monks, and extiting -miny 
ers tothe Love of Exerciſe; ant by the mag- 

| netiſiy of” his Difcoiltſes' many” pains Monaſte- 
| # ries wag; all EIN, 


: * ; it, e t | 
| Kone (who! pores jon Wth's 
| hear hit in the | Y Y yo ape, 


| 


7A 


_ turned into a City by Monks thir-'left thei? 


the ov of the Arſenoites,'to {6 forne of his © 


——————— 


world would be-continually encreaſing: the 


nm. erties 
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but, nevertheleſs, 'tis decent for us to.confirm 
ane-another in the Faith by. Exhogmtaion, and 
w-chear--and anoint; each other's Spirits by .mu- 
ral. Diſcourſes. : Wheretore do ye,.,my: Sens, 

bing. your Father what: ye-know ; and 1, who - 
am/your Elder, will communicate t9,yo0u;what % 
lknowby Experience; But. beſure, in- a pecu 
har manger; to. take care to be commmnicative 
and unanimous ; and,.that now ye have begun, 
yedon't grbw ſlack, nor faintin your Wartare; 


wr: ay: with your ſelves, We have laid: out fo 


uch; item. ſo. much Time upon :kgercite ; 


' Butrather, as beginning every day, leyus anlarge 


our Reſolution ; - tor the Life of-Man alrogether 
svery.thort, if wecampare it with-ſyture Ages ; 
All our Time- is nothing-to Eternal Lite... Every 
thing elſe is:Sold for +its. Value, and. like. js Ex- 


changed-for. like: 'But tliePromiſe we, have of 


Eternal; Life is: a cheap Purchaſe. - For 'tis writ, 
The Days of our Life are-Seventy Tears, and if 
by great - Strength we. reach Fourſcore, or more, 
they are. but Labour and Sorrow. Now, if we 
ſpend- Eighty Years: iq, Exerciſe, we ſhall not 


_ reign an Hundred Years for it ; but-inſtead of 
— an Hundred, we ſhall rcign for ever-and ever. 


in; Afﬀrer we have contended on Farth, our 
Inherirance--will not be upon Earth ;' but wc 


| hold, Promiſes of Heaven. Again; Aſter ve 


| 


have: laid afide-a Mortal Body, we are cloathet | 
with 'an-Immortal One. > Ys An | 
|| v4 oY 


'' 
th 
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fetus not faint ; neither let us think we lay out 
muclz Time for God, of do any great Matters 
for the Sufferings of this preſent Life are not 


_ wofthy to: be compared with the Glory that 


ſhall be revealed. © Neither let us think that we 


&* have parted with great Poſſeſſions; for the whole 
Earth is very ſmall, with reſpe&t to Heaven. 


For juſ®as þne who parts with a Mite, for an 
Hundred*Broad Pieces': So, were _m—_ 
of all the Earth, and' parted with ir for Heaven; 
he parts with a Mite, and receives an Hundred 
fold. But ifall the Farth-is not worth Heaven; 
then, certfinly, -he who leaves. a few. Actes for 
it, does, in a manner, leave nothing'at all. lf, 
therefore, 'any of 'us'parts'with a Manſion, or 
with Gold, he ſhould neither 'vaunt nor deſppnd: 
But we ſhould rather” conſider, rhar if we don't 
leave-them for the Sake of-Vertue ; yet, after- 
wards, when we Die, we often leave-them to" 
whom we would not ; as the Preacher has 


| mindedus. Shall we not therefore leave it for 


the fake of Verrue, to. inherit a Kingdom'? Let 


us have a Thirſt after, true Poſſeffions ;* for, 


[{ Juſtice, Sobriery, Fortitude,'S | 
| Charity, Love of Wordly Poverty; Faith 'in 
ſt, Freedom-ſro 


IS 3 


What does it ſignifie to poſſeſs thole* things 
which we cannot carty away with us? Let us 


rather acquire;athoſe Goods which wilt follow 
us into the other World; fuch as are Wiſdom, 


, Fortitude, Spiritual Prudence, 


marom Anger, Delight in Hoſpie 
[th #1 BN fality 5 


«< 


Pd | » 
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tity; if we poſſeſs'rheſe, we ſhall find they. 
; © vill procure us a Manſion in the Land of the 

Meck. Theſe things duly conſidered no Per: - 


that he'is the Lord's Servant, and oughtito ſerve: 


no one ſhould dare to fay;, I do not work to. _ 
an i dy, for I wrought yeſterday ; or by meaſuring 
rd Bf he'time paſt, to be' idle for the time to come. 
", i Barevery day a true Diſciple of Chrift - will 
& Bf few. the/fame Readineſs of Mind, that ( as 'tis 
n, I viitten ) he'may pleaſe his Lord, and not run 
* : w_ Concerns of his LY allo 
» i} Ktus'every day perſevere tn Exerciſe, knowin 
r if that if Nate Node -one day, we ſhall = 
' |} be pardoned for it, becauſe we did well the day 
t |} before. 'No; God is offended with ſuch'Neg/:- 
" | greagweread in Frekiel. Soallo Judas, by one 
' | Night's Impiery, loſt the Fruits of his time paſt. 
| Letustherefore, Children,adhere to Exerciſe, and 
not ſuffer our Spirits to be- bejaded : for herein 
theLard is our/Fellow-Labourer ; as tis written, 
r Good with every one that 


*x Cor. 'x5. 31. 1 die daily 
as thoſe, who conſider they may ie every 
y, we ſhall-nort fin. Whence we learn every 
y, when we riſe, not to reckan upon our w_ 
9.4 Z 


fn can be Neg/igent, eſpecially if he conſiders 
Him. Since therefore every one is his Servant, © 
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till the Evening ;- andegain, when we lye down 
Fer pay »Ldeoyus. wes riſeg becauſe 


ee fon is ERR by Nature ; which Pros. 
en very meaſures: out... to us. _ By being 


and [vj fo every day, y * 

_, wnt2.rp nor luſt aſter any forbidden Object; he 
6 or be: angry with anyone; or lay up treafure Mei 
(ESL But thus: every Neal we ſhall 
being freey/ - nary all es of 

| pep it as. tranſeunt;; ny Seem nyt 
Day of Judgment i in our 'Eye :-:fop | 

2 ms. rl ' Erernal;Forments takes ares 
An from exccks of Pleakure, and rears-up 
the: Soul:when it begins:+0x - Wherelore, 

; ſer foot in the. path of- Verme, let us 

advance faſter and faſter : and that-we may be 
Mafters of all Opportunities before-vs, let none 
off fk ak at Be Mis on 
r wv t No one: 1 

bis hand:to the. ryachy and looks back, is vp 
the Ximgdom of | Heavert + Nowz by; the Ex- 
preſioa look hack, is meant nothin Age to 


_—_— | 


Ut RON ethos Power; = 
AG; if we have but an-hearty Reſolu- 
tion. The Greeks Haag 

ra 


EXE ECSSEESTIE SS THERAS 
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# 


wks but we need! not travel for the 

j of Heaven ; or to'crofs the Seas for 

lewe'; for our Lord has told us before hand}; 
4 y" = 21. The\Kingdow of Feaven'is within 
wr Wherefore Vertue ſtands only. in need of 
be Will, ſince 'tis within us, and built up' out 
f'us t For Vertwe confiſts of 2 Soul which has 
[primitive Natural Femper.” Now the Mind 
b þ when it has that Temper wherein *it was 
Twas cteated very beautiful-and op- 

it; ; for m_ reaſon Jeſus e the:Son' of Nave 


77 ports 3. Tnoline your heard 
the Lord of foael: as Joby allo ; Mets 

# paths 5 forthe Soutl's being ſtrait of 
wright .does conſi(ÞFityh having its intelleual 

7 in that poſture in which it was create 

2 When the Soul bends, or' is crordad 
t Netures 5 poſture, then the Soul has Evil 
pared to'it: " Wherefore, 'the Buſmeſs is not 
5 ſome tmake' it; foriif-we' continue 
= 'were made, we are in a Stare of Vertue* 
tif we purpoſe: things that are wicked, we 
wverraigried before God for wicked Perſors. 
Fs "$rr99-p ores were ſuch, as"that it 


7 be procur'd from withour us,” 


e difficalt's Bur ſince elE-within vs, 
ow 4 our ſelves from evil, filthy.Purpoles ; 
U having received' ſo great a Truſt from God, 
rb keep our ſelvesfor God, that he may own 


i Work, when he' ſees it ſuch as: he de 


"Y 


* 
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Let us contend-earneſtly, leſt Wrath tyrangi iz 
or Luſt domineer over it; for 'tis written, 7 
Wrath of Mas worketh not the Righteouſneſs 
God - But Luft, when it hath conceived, Sri 
forth Sin; aid Sin, when it i fuiſbed, ral 
forth Death. 

But ſince che Caſe is ſo with us, let us bei 
cerely ſober, and, as 'tis written, Keep our Hearts 
with af Diligence : for we: have ſhrewd and fub- 

$, even wicked- Devils. To which 
L add, with the Apoſtle g. We wre/te not again 
Fleſh and Blood; but nigh Principalities upd 
Fowers, againſt the. Rulers of this W/, orld, againf 
Spiritual Wickedneſſes in gh Wes for there 
is a vaſt rout of them infthe iſt us; 
| * Nor ate they far from us: Bur ping is a-gregt 
difference in Devils. | 
But to ſpeak. of their Natare and. Diverfity 
would take up too much time: A- Narrative. of 
that kind muſt;be the work of greater Abil 
ties : That which lies upon,us, 2s necelhry. to 

be known; Is, ebeir various Subtilties againſt w. 

And here be it known, that the Devils were 

not by Nature, what they are by Name :, For 

God made nothing Eyil: Bur they were created 

Fair and Govd : But having; fall'n-from an Hes: 

venly Prudencs, and now wheeling about-the 

Earth, they deceived the: Gentiles wi dex 

Phantaſies.' . And now, that they. env 

4 ftians, oy leave no lone unturn'd go þi nr 


x "rt 
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ms ol RR irto the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
- "Iv 7 get er thither whence they fell: 
/ Rc Ge X we ftand in need of much Prayer 
"I Exerciſe, till we obtain the Gift of diſcern 
by, by of Spirits ; for when once 2 Man has ob- 
tand that, he may be able ro know, which of 
bath i is more, and which leſs Wicked ; and 


«1M vhither their different Endeavours moſtly tend; 


ol | nd by what Means every one of them may be 
zered and caft out; For they have ſeveral 
s and Stratagems. Hence came that Say- 
and his Followers: For wg 

e of his Devices, 2 Cor. 2. tt. 

fore* A © are tempred by chem, we 

ing oeanorher's So to rights, 


l hoy & 
6. jug, 
#29 


partly ve ror 


| y come aga 
Len joe AION = 
will aſſault us another 


ra to terrific us yg falſe Oo " 
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and transforming.themſelyes.iato the Shapes 

Women; Beaſts, Serpents, Bulky Bodies. Janis 6 
Armies of Souldiers : Even then our 4 
ſhould not|miſ-give us; for . they are nothii* 
and preſeatly diſ-ap rs eſpecially, if the Chri 
{tan wnmures ;and fortifies himſelf with  theliff 
_ Faith, and the Sign of the Cros: Bur till theyliſ 
are .very: bold. = impudeut ;- for Jing theyil 
have been. typ vanquiſhed,.. they gn wi: 
paryreck way,a = "a Ranks fare 

things. to. SO: = lo co rare us they m 

ſo. Tall, as.to prog + 


if hey find « Soul £6 cd with Fanh,. 
that; Hope which attends. true Repentance, 45 
to reſiſt themſtill; at. laſt they bring the Prince 
NC a I et lr Coo 
x6, He ſaid.alſothar-the Devil often ap 

zuſt as. he is deſcribed in., Job 41. 18, 19,20. 
Ha Eyes are like the E Eyed of the Marui, 
Ont of bis Mouth. go burning Lamps, and ſparks 
of Fire leap out. -"l af / his Voſtrils gaeth Smoke, 
as put of  @.Stething+potyor Caldran; , When the þ 
Prince of any Nev: wake, ſuch 6 /igjes, ti the 
| bld Impoſtor, ſril wy Lerour ga 

; by way FrETe 
WW ls. $5 e Yrs a8... IT AW, 
Fee Fen. Jooks upon, Lins of 
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gta Pot of Oyntment, and the deep Abyſs: as: his 


a Conueſt; even the Abyſs is to him as a Walk. 
od by the Prophet, ' Szek. x5. 9. the Enemy . 


hr; another; Prophet, /ſa.. 10,- 14. { will graſp the 
.M whole Earth in-my-hand like a Neſt, and take. it 
up like forſaken Eggs. And to ſpeak all.in one 
they Word, they often make ſuch Brags and Pro- 
1 wi. miſcs only-to deceive thoſe who worſhip God. 
re-f But-we that are-Faithſul ſhould not: fear. his 

vill Appearances; nor; give ear to. his Words ;-for 

| and ſpeaks-not a true Word : | For, 
vith: La ng all his Vaunting, our 
bs o I be an Ox, he has. an 20;k67 

d, and Vis Nofrils are bored wi 
and: his Lips with: an Heople of Diſs 
lite 4 Fagittve. } He is ty'd, like 4 SParrow, 'by 
the Lord, ſo that we may juſtly deride him. He 
and: his: Crew crawl now like Serpents :.So that 
-now he: may. be: trad. upon. by us. GAariuans. 
:This-is a/ certain:Sign/ that our way of Living 
madsand;croſſes him;..for.he, who; before. va- 
| ;pour'd-that-he would: make the Sea like a»Pot 


4 


& 
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; lays; neither do we ſhrink far: Þis Objections 
-and/Lies ;-for there is nothing-but: a legmio 
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| *of -Ofnrtment; and clinch the Earth 1n bis Fiſt, _ 
io! now he, canr' fo much. as hinder your on _-* 
-Exerciſe ;\-or keep me from. ſpeaking 26, You- a». 
+gainſt-Hhinx;-: Wherefore we mind not what he” 
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light in them : They are only, as it were, the 
| Portraitures of the Fire prepared for | them. 
would fain fright us with thoſe Fires with 
which they will be tormented themſelves ; bur 
they are quickly detected in their Falacies, and 
do not hurt the Faithful : But only give us a 
ſemblance of! that Fire with which the Wicked 
will be tormented. Wherefore, it behoves us 
not to fear ;; for all their Devices; through the 
Grace of Chriſt, come ro hought; for they are 
full of Guile, and ready to be transf into 
all Shapes. Hence 'tis that __ pretend 
to ſing "Pſalms, and cite the Scriptures; and 
ſometimes whilſt we are a/Reading, they give 
us Ecchoes of what we'd; - and oft, in our 
Sleep, raiſe us up to Prayers. And this the 
will do continually, not- ſuffering us-to reſt: 
Nay, and ſometimes they will-put.' on the Rei 
tous' Habit of Monks, and talk like Religious 
Perſons, that rhey may deceive us'by ſuch Ap- 
pearances; and when we are deceived; lead us 
whither they pleaſe : But we ſhould not give 
ear ( or liſten ) to them at all. No; though 
they wake us to pray, and: adviſe us- not to cat | 
at all; or pretend to condemn-and dejet us fot-'W* 
>, thoſe Matters in which they before incouraged F} 
us: for they don't do this outofa Principleof Re- 
| _ tigion, or Truth; bur thar they may bring the 
Simple into Deſpair, and make them apt to lay, 
_ + Exerciſe is unprofitable, and ſo make _— 
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the Mite a Solitary, as a v rievous and bur- 
K Fee? of Living, | Le may entangle 
thoſe who have entred into a Courſe of Se/f- 
Grermment, Wherefore a Prophet, whom the 
lord tent, has declared fuch Miſerable : Had. 
L 15. Wo be to him who offers his Neighbours 
thick dregs to drink ; becauſe ſuch Schernes and 
furpoles do turn us out of the Path that leads 
w to 19g for our Lord nora hor mag: 
we Devils, though they ſpoke Trut COM- 
[manded w dang be y Aug for they did ſpeak 
Truth when they faid, 7hox art the Sor of God, 
Matt. 8. 29. Mark 2. 25. leſt with the'Fruth, 
they alſo flily ſowitheir Perverſneſs with the 
more Advanrage ; an} that he fy accuſtoin 


5-not to hearken to! though they ſeem 
to ſpeak Truth ; for 'tis 'very un for Us, 
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"DH diſturb all things ro delude the Simple : 
a they ſtamp, ſomerimes they laugh, 
cod fornetimes they hils: Bur when one regards 
iſhed +* For Soar wr. the Lord God muz- 

led the Devi. We therefore haviog learnt 


this 
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this from the Holy Scriptures, ought . to reſiſt 
them, and imitate their Reſoluteneſs hd Stra- 
tagems-againſt us. Pray eye the Example 0 
Davirl, Ptal.\ 39 2: Whil'ft the Wicked was be; 
fore me T1 was deaf, and ſtill, and held my peace 
even from good Words : And again, Like a de, 
Man I heard nat, and as one who is dumb I opened 
not my my Mouth : TI became like a Man who goes 

_ wot hear; Wherefore let us not hear them, as 
being Strangersto us ; 'nor obey them, although 
or wake \us to go to Prayers, or talk about 
Faſts :- Brit rather ler us attend to the Purpoſe 
of our Exerciſe, and not be deceived by them, 
who always/a&t with Deceit: Neither let us be 

. afraid, though they ſhazid. come with Force 
againſt us; and rhreaten-fo'kill us: for they are 
weak, and:can do nothing: bur threaten : But 
this by the By : Burt now1 think of -it, I muſt 
not think much to ſpeak 'more: largely of theſe 
marters to you ; for 2 Remembrance of them 

Vil be ſafe for you. Whew our orgtrinrer 4 

Pilgrim upon Earth, the Enemy fell; and his 

Forces were- weakened. For Uhis Reaſon he, 

wththough fall'n, is not at-reſt- yer; but 

—_ f es! Think * this wr 

ye, anddefpife the Devil. - Were they confina F* 

ro ſuch Bodies 'as theſe, they might poſſibly 

fay, Men lie hid, and we do nor find rhem: © Bdt 
when we do'find them; we make work with 

_ them, Bur if che Caſe were fo with them, we 

my OT” 
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night hide our ſelves, by ſhutting the Doors 

aft them : But ſince 'tis not fo ; but their 
Wee on the contrary, is ſuch, that they car 
ater 1n even when the Door is ſlut, and they 
themſelves, are all over, and all about us in the 
kr, together with their Principal, the D E+ 
$TRO YER; and doalways will Miſchief, - 
and are ready girt to do it ; and the Devil, as 
"Ivy hath told vs, the Father of Miſchief, 


wm 8. 44. is a Murderer;. and we_now live 
#Life of War againſt him :. 'tis plain now, that 
btwithſtanding*they are not embodyed, they 
ve no Strength ; and therefore their Weak 
els cannot be. unputed to the Confinement of 
 Hodies; for no Place hinders them from laying 
their, Snares; neither do they ſpare us becauſe 
ve are thar Friends; neither are they Lovers 


GE EE3-L-9 


t F of Good, to reQifie us; But they are rather 
ſe More Wicked. And there is nothing -about 
n # which they are fo folicitous, as to miſchief us, 
1 & andall the Friends of Vertue, and of the true 
$ of God. Bur becaule they are.able to 


parſing 
do not 


nothing, therefore they are canliilayally pre-- 
tending _ and rhreatning $Could ne do 
*would pyt- their Miſeſfiet "in Execution ; far 
their Deſign againſt u$ 1s 1nveterate. Ye ſee 
we are here together, and ſpeak. againſt them in 
fpight of their Teech, and rhey. do know-that 
they arc. weakened by our Proficiency: in Vers 
1. Aw -  raee. |} 
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rue. Had they Power and Anthotity, they 
would not ſuffer one of us Chriſtians to live ; 
for Piety' is an Abomination to a Sinner, 
having not ſuch Power, they wound and ves 
_ themſelves the more, becauſe they cannot put 
their Threats in Execution : This ſhould often 
be in our Thonghts, that we may not be afraid 
of therm. Had they any Power remaining it 
them, they would | nor have came in fuch a 
Multitude, or put on fuch Appearances, of 
have. transformed themſelves for Stratagems 
fake. Were it otherwiſe, the Strength of ons 
would have \ſaffic'd to have done what he lift. 
- Fora Wicked Being, that is inveſted with Power, 
| does not killin Efhgie, or terrific by Multitudes, 
but abufes his Power' as he pleates: But the 
Devils being ſtript of their Power, like AQors 
on a 'Stape, hiſt rhemſelves into many 
Shapes, 'which only fright Children : And 
therefore their Weakneſs ſhould rencer 
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Angels ftrive| to terrifte by Pliarifies.” - 
-- "17! But if any one here thowl@&'ha 
| Caſe in his Thoughts, and ask, Hin 


dred and Ei 


Devil to do fo much againſt Job > He:plum'd 
him of his Eſtate, kill'd his Children, and ſtruck 
his Body with a grievous Ulcer, I anſwer ſuch 
one, the Devil had no Power ; but God gave 
it him for the Tryal of Job : Being able to effect 
" of himſelf, and without leave, he re- 
geſted Power, and got it: And therefore the 
Devil is the more to be deſpiſed, becauſe he had 
a & cot Power, fo much as againſt one Righteous 
of Þ Perſon ; for had he had,it, he would not have 
ns i requeſted it. His having begg'd it, not only 
: 
t 


ance, but a ſecond time, :{hews that he had not 
t | Power. And truly we; need-not wonder [that 
7, | tchad no Power againſt Job; for he could not 
- & hurt meer: Brutes, without: God's Permiſſion. 
Matt. 8: 31... He has no Authority; :80-not 
much as over the Swine: for 'tis written, that 
they entreated the Lord, faying, Suffer s 70 go 
imo the Swine, Now, if they have no Autho- 
rity over' the Swine, much leſs over, Men, who 
were made after God's Image: God alone ought 
| to be feared: As for Devils, they ſhopld be de- 
ſpied, not dreaded in 'the leallgghlie ore 
| they level againſt us, thei 2t u5 be 
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inVod, is a very TegyWeable piece of Armour 
Tha arc afraid of the Faſting, 
SaHance, the Meckneſs, tc 
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Alms ;and Meekneſs of Aſceticks ; but princie 
pally, 'of their Piety to Chriff, This is the 
Reaſon why they make ſuch a buſtle, that there 
may be none to trample on them : For they ate 
very ſenſible that Chriſtians have Grace given 
them by our Saviour againſt themſelves : For 
He himfelf ſays, Luk. 'r0. 19. Behold, I have 
given you Power to tread upon Serpents and Scor- 
pions, and every Power of the Enemy.  When- 
ever therefore. they- pretend to foreteZ future 
things,” let no one preſume to regard them; 
For ſometimes they:'tefl us of Brethren, that 
meet "us" ſome Days after; and accordingly we 
meet-theim. | But AT they do without any prin- 
ciple of Kindneſs to! them, to whom: they tell 
It: ' For they do itonhrto perſwade them tobe- 
lieve them ir other Matters ; 'and having once 
got them in- their/ Clutches, they; at: lengrh, 
tind an Opportunity to undo them; + Theretore 
we muſt not Sn m- the Hearing, but reject 


» 
* 


them, and'rell them; We do not- want-to know 
fuch unneceſſary 'Matters. ' Beſides too, What 


at cheywhot Bodics-are fo mucit 


have feen Pexlgns 


For they do not forerefl of 't inks | 
od alone Knows things before they att 
mm oj has 
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þy many do theſe Devils run, like Thieves, 
tefore-hand, and tell them what we are now a 
king, and how we are Diſcourſing againſt them, 
kfore any of us depart hence, and acquaint 
| W others with it 2 but, Cannot any that/runs do 
For f the fame trick by one that walks gently ?. To 
make this familiar by an Inſtance ;,] Suppoſe a 
Perſon begins to walk from 7 hebes, or. any other 
Town, and the Devils, before he begins to walk, 
don't. know that he will walk ; but when they 
ke him walking, run before-hand, and give 
Notice of it before he is come, and accordingly 
he comes at the time mentioned ; Can this be 
'@lld a Prediction 2 nay, oftimes when thoſe 
- who began ro-walk return back, they deceive 
" gem. In like manner they trifle about the 
 River-Water; for having ſeen many Rains fall 
m ſome Quarters of Zgyþr, and thence con- 
xQuring, that the River will overflow betorE 
the Water -come to £Exyprt, they run and give 
Notice of the Flood : Vhich Men might ww 
do if they could run fo faſt. They are j 
| like. David's -Spies, who ( 2 Kings 13. x4.) 
went up to the top, and ſaw a Pexſon coming, 
. before him that tarried below. . Tix 15 to forc- 
| tell things that are already upon the Anvil, in- 
ſtead of foretelling future Events. Thus theſe 
Spirits rell:pne another, Such a Peron is Sick, 
or the like; only that they may deceive: Where- 


as, ſhould-Providence ( as He can.) decree any 
"7" ' -D4 contrary 
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contrary Accident concerning the Waters, oil 
the Travellers, the Devils have fallify'd, andifl 


thoſe that| minded them are deceived. Thus 
the Prophefies of the Greeks were pack'd togethor, 
and they were deceived by the Devil in former 
times; and, at length, a period was put to their 
Deceit : for the gout came and . brought the 
Devils with their Subtleties to nought. For 
they ſee nothing of themſelves ; but, like 
Thueves, carry away what they ſee trom others; 
So that they are rather ConjeQurers, than Fore 
tellers. Let no one therefore admire them, if 
they ſpeak Truth ſometimes 5, For juſt fo Phy- 


ſicians, aſter they haye: obſerved in others the 


ſame Difſcaſes, by Symptoms and comparing, 

ie Notice of them in their Patients. So ao 
Mariners and Husbandmen obſerve the Temper 
of. the Air, and, by Uſe, forebode that there 
will be a Storm, or a Calm, Now, no one 
ſays, ſuch foretell from Divine Providence ; 
bur trom Experience and Cuſtom. Wheretore, 
if the Devils do fo, they neither deſerve Admi- 
. ration, nor Atrention.; for, What Advantage 


can it be t9 know ſuch things before-hand, it 


they be true ? for ſuch Knowledge as this nei- 
ther contributes to Vertue, nor Good Manners. 
No one is judg'd for what he does not know of 
this kind, not benefitted by having; learnt it : 
But every Man is judg'd by God and himfclt, 
wherber he has kept the Faith, and: obſerved 

| | - bis 
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M his Commands : To this we ſhould give great 


' Attendance. Our Exerciſe and Contention 
| ſhould be, not to fore-know ; but to walk well- 
pleaſing in God's Sight. . And| we ought 
to Pray, not that we may fore-know, nor to 
requeſt this as the Reward of our Exerciſe ; 
but that our Lord may, work with us towards 


| our obtaining a Victory over the Devil. 


But if we find our ſelves folicitous to fore- 
know, [ indeed ] let us be pure in our Minds ; 
for, I do believe that a! Soul, in every reſpe&t 


Ram brought to its primitive Frame, may 


me fo diſcerning, as to ſee, by the Revela- 
tion of our Lord, both more and remoter Events 
too, than Devils. Juſt ſo the Soul of Eliſha 
ſaw Gehazz, 2 Kings 5. 25. and the Hoſts ſtand- 
ing before. him, 6. 17. 

18. When, therefore, they come in the Night, 
and are willing to tcll| things, or ſay, We are 
good Angels, believe them not; for they lye: 
Or, if they praiſe your Exercife, .or call you - 
Happy, believe them | not ; neither ſubmit fo 
far to. them as.to hear them. But rather cro/s 
Jour ſelves and your Families, and pray toge- 
ther, and ye ſhall ſee them vaniſh: for they are 
daſtardly,and dread the Sizz of our Lord's Croſs, 
becauſe by that' our Saviour made them bare, 
and publickly expoſed them, Col. 2. 15. More- 
over, if they grow more and more Impudent, 
and legp about wantonly in various Shapes, _ 
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for, by God's Aſſiſtance, twill be poſſible, nay 
eaſe, to diſtinguiſh between the Preſence of a Good 
_ and a Bad Spirit : For, the Appearance of #0. 


Spirits is not with Diſturbance and Diſorder, ' 


Matt. 'x2. 19, for, He will not ſtrive, nor cry, 
neither doth any one hear their Voice. But a Good 
_ Spirit viſits in ſuch a ſweer and delectable man- 


ner, that Joy; and Tranſport, and Confidence, 


preſently cover the Soul that is viſited ; For, 


| the Lord is with them, who is our Joy; 
and the - Fowgr of God the Father. Beſides 


\ .  eoo, When they viſit, the Thoughts of the Soul 
. .are 'free from Conſternation and Wavering : 
For the Soul, being enlightened by ſuch a Vi- 


- - fon, views with Eaſe the Spirits that appear. 


Furthermore, it has a certain defire of Divine 
and fyture things ſeizing it, and is willing to 
joyn with the Spirits, and to go out with them. 
And if thoſe, to whom they appear, be afraid of 


by Dove, as Gabriel! did from Zachary, Luke 1. 
I 3. As allo, the Angel which appeared to the 
Women at the Divine Tomb, Mart. 28. 5. A 
Teſtimony of this Truth too, is, that faying of 
the Shepherds in the Goſpel, Luke r2.'.10. Be 
ye not afraid: for the Fear of Good Men'is-not 
a Fear of Puſillanimity ; | but it proceeds from 
the Senſe of the Advent of ſuperiour Beings. So 
- much concerning the Nature of the Viſion of 

Good Anzels, | 


be afraid, or attend to them as good Spirits ; | 


the On ITY preſently take away the Fear 


_ |DUE| 


Err <-> Ti 


The Life of St. ANTONY. 41 


_ Bat the Incurſion andy Appear ace of Full 
/ Hirits is diſturb'd with| Noiſe, 4nd Chmour, 
, and Brawling, like the Hurlyburly: of untaughr 
J* .Y Boys, or High-way-men : whence proceeds 


"> i Jimidity of Soul , Confuſion , and Ataxy of 
Thowhts, Grief, Hatred of Aſeeticks, - great 
Deſpondence, Tediouſmeſs, Remembrance | of ® 


Relations, and Fear of Death : in ſhort, Luſt- 
ing : after: Evil things, Weariſomneſs of' Vertae, 
and Drforderlineſs - of Morals, © Wherefore, 
after you, have: been frighted with-a Viſion; if 
your Fear' be preſently taken away, and there 


and. you find within [your ſelf | Chearfulneſs, 
and Confidence, \and' Refreſhment, and Compo- 
ſedneſs. of Thouzht, and all the other things 
which [I mentioned before, as Memnlyneſs, and 


Love: towards..God, ' take Courage and pray ; | 


for Joy and Steddineſs of Soul diſcovers the Ho- 
lineſsof rhe Spirit that |is prefent., thus Abra- 
bam, when he ſaw the Lord. exulted, Fabn 8. 
56. And John, when he heard a Voice from 
Mary, Mother of God, leap'd for Joy : But if 
there :be; Confuſion in thoſe that appear, and 
Noiſe: from without, \and. Wordly Phantzfies, 
and Threatnings of.Decath, -with| che orher Dif- 
orders-above-mentioned, then know that Tis 
the Sally" of Wicked |Spirits 'Ler' this be'a 
_ Common: Rule, If the Soul be ſcartul, there are 
Enemid&s in ſight ; tor they are Devils that gi f 
or | | tale 


'1n the room of it a Joy unalterable, 
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take away that Fearfulneſs, as the great Arch- 
Angel Gabriel did from Mary, and Zachary, and 


the Angel that appeared at the Tomb from the I. ® 


Women: But Wicked Angels, when they ſee - 
Men afraid, they encreaſe their Phantaſies, that 
they may dread them the-more: and fo, at 


laſt, they aſfauk them, and jeer them, and bid 


them fall down and worſhip. Thus ,they de- 
ceiv'd the Gentiles. By this Means they. that 
were not Gods, were falfly called Gods. Bur 
our Lord has not ſuffered us-to be deluded by 
| the Devil, whom he rebuked, when he was ex- 
citing ſuch Fancies in Him, Late 4. 8. Get 
thee behind me Satan.: for 'tts writtex, Thou ſhalt 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and Filim only ſbalt 
thou ſerve. Let therefore the crafty one be 
more and more deipiſed : For what our Lord 
ſpake, he ſpoke for our fake, that the' Devil, 
hearing the ſame Words from us, may be over- 
turned by the Power of the Lord, who fo re- 

buked them then. | 
9. But when we have caſt out Devils we 
ſhould #ot vawnt, neither when we have cured | 
Diſeaſes ſhould| we be lifted up; or admire one 
that caſts our Devils, or deſpiſe one that does 
' nor caſt them out: But, let every one mind | 
. every one's Diſcipline, and either imitate or emu- 
late it, or reQifie it. For doing of Signs and 
Wonders is not our Buſineſs : This belongs to 
our Saviour, Hence, Luke 10. 20, He faith 
to 


wt 
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to his Diſciples, Rejoytes not becauſe the Devils 
are ſubje# unto you; but becauſe your Names are 
Britten in Heaven : For our having our Names 
written in Heaven is a Teſtimony of our Vertue 
and regular Life : But to caſt out Devils is the 
' pure Gift of our Saviour, who gave it. Whence 
we read, Matt. 7. 22. that to thoſe who glo- 
rying, not in their Vertue, but- in Signs, laid, 
Lord, have we not caſt out Devils in thy Name 3 
ind'in thy Name done many Wonders > Our Sa- 
viour faid, 7raly, 7 ſay unto you, I kuow you not -- 
for the Lord knows not the ways of the Un- 
godly. In ſhort, as I ſaid before, we ſhould 
always' pray for the Gift of diſcerning of Spirits, 
thar, as 'tis written, ( x John 4. x. ) we may 
wt believe every Spirit. : 

20, I thought, indeed, now to have coriclu- 
ded, and been ſilent of what concerned my ſelf, 
and to have contented my ſelf with giving theſe 
Memento's. But that ye may not think I ſpeak 
theſe things idlely, but do declare them from Ex- 
perience, and a Knowledge of the Truth, there- 
fore (though I become as a Fool thereby, how- 
ever, the Lord knows the Purity of my Con- 
ſcience, afd that I do not do it for my own fake, 
but out of Love to yon, and to encourage you, ) 
| will further acquaint you with ſome of them, 
As oft as they applauded me, when I, in the 
Vame of the Lord, curſed them: when they 
yvould be fore-telling the Overflow of the _ 

1 0 


and -J ask'd thern, What need you concern your 
{elves about that 2 when once they came threat- 
ning and ſurrounding, me, like Souldiers accou- 
wok and horsd ; and another while filld the 
Houſe with Wild Beaſts and creeping Creatures 
and | ſung P/a/. 19. 8. Theſe in Chariots, and 
they on Horſes; but we will rejoyce in the Name 
of the Lord var God ; they were preſently routed | 
by the Mercy. of Chriſt... Another time when 
they came: and made an Appearance of Light.ia 
the Dark,. and. ſaid; We are come, Antony, to 
lend thee our Light : but I prayed, {hytzing 
my. Eyes, -becaute I diſdained to. behold their 
Light, preſently the Light ' of the Ungodly. 
was-put-out. A few Months after they. came 
ſinging, and talking out of the Holy Scriptures ; 
but 1, as though Deaf, hearkened not to them, 
bur prayed thar I might abide unſhaken in my, 
Mind. After this they came and made- a Noile, | 
and hifsd and danc'd.; but as ſoon 'as I prayed, 
| and lay along ſinging by my ſelf, they pre- 
tently began to wail and weep, as though they 
were ſpent: But I glorified God, .who pluck'd 
down their Boldnets, and expos'd their Fury. 
Once there came a Devil, very tall in Appea-: 
tance, that dar'd to ſay, / am the Power of God, 
/ and { am Providence, What would'ft thou have 
me beſtow upon thee > But I ſpit upon him, and, 
having nam'd the Name of Chriſt, endeavoured 
tabear himg nay, and 1 feem'd to beat puny 
. I | 8 


— 


and he immediately, at the Naming of Chnit, 
as great as he was, difappear'd with the reſt of 
the Devils. And when he came, as I was faſt- 
ing in a Monk's Habit, with Loaves in his Arms, 
and faid, Eat, and take ſome Refreſhment (| you 
 toyl more than you need ) otherwiſe yoa will grow 
weak; for you are a Man : But I obſerv'd his 
Stratagem, and roſe up to Pray ; which he not 
enduring to ſee, preſently fail'd, and, going out 
of Doors, diſappear'd like Smoak. As oft as he 
hid Gold before me, to touch it, and ſee ir, I fell 
to Plalmody ; and then he would pine. As oft 
as they beat me with Stripes, I ſaid, Nothing 
ſhall ſeparate me from the Love of Chriſt ; and 
after that they beat one another. However, it 
was not I that vanquiſh'd them, but the Lord, 
who faid, -Luke 10. 18. 7 ſaw Satan falling, 
ike Lightning from Heaven. | 

Now I, my Children, being mindful of the 
Apoſtle's Saying, apply d this ro my ſelf, that 
ye may learn not to faint, nor be afraid of the 
Devil and his Agents. And fince I-have been 
2 Fool in telling this, receive from what I have 
faid a Spirit of Fear, and believe me; forl. don't 
lye. Once one of them knock'd ar the Door 


of my Cell, and when 1 opencd it, I ſaw a tall. | 
Figure ; and when I asked him, Who art 'thou ? | 


He anſwered, I am Satan: faid I, What makes 


you be here? He anfwered, Why do allthe Monks, | 


and other Chriſtians, blame me unievedly? 
gs Th a7 
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Why do they hourly curſe me > faid I, Why 
doſt thou trouble them ? faid he, I don't diftarb 
them : But they trouble themſelves ; for I am 
weak. Surely they have not read, Pal. 9. 7:, 
O thou Enemy, Deſtruftions are come to a perpetual 
End; and thou haſt deſtroyed Cities. 1 have no 
longer a Place, an Arrow, or a City : There are 
now Chriſtians every where; wo at laſt, rhe 
Defart is filld with Monks. Let them pre 
ferve themſelves, and not curſe me to no pur- 
poſe. Then I admiring rhe Grace of the Lord, 
faid unto him, *Thon art always a Lyar, and 
© never ſpeakeft Truch : Thou haſt fpoke the 
* Truth to me ( now ) againſt thy Will: for 
* Chriſt being come has made thee weak and 
© bare. After he had heard the Name of -our 
Saviour, which fcorch'd him fo that he could 
not endure it, he difappear'd. If therefore the 
Devil himſelf owns that he is weak, 'tis our 
Duty always to deſpiſe him and his Agents. 
Thus ye ſee how miny Wiles the Enemy, with 
his Hounds, has againſt us : Bur I, having learnt 
his Weakneſſes, have ſhew'd my Contempt of 
him thoſe ſeveral ways which I have mentioned 
to you. Don't Kt us ſink in onr Minds, or 
form or entertain Fears within our ſelves, ſay- 
ing, Leſt the Devil come. and overthrow us, and, 
bf a ſudden, take us up, and throw us down, and 
 » put us out of Order. Let us have none of theſe 
, Thoughts, nor be Sorrowful, asthough we were 

1 | | periſhing 0 
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as being in the Number of thoſe who ſhall be 
favd ; and conſider with our ſelves, that the 
Lord is with us, who have triumph'd over 
Devils, and put them to flight ; and let us al- 
ways think, that, the Lord being with us, our 
Enemies can do us ng harm: for they deal with 
us differently, according as: they find us diffe- 
rently diſposd ; and;according to the Thoughts 
which they find within us: Thus, if they find 
us daſtardly and diſturb'd, they form ſtrange 
Fancies within us; juſt like Cut-throats and 
Robbers ; they preſently ſeize upon the place 
which they find unguarded. Whatever we 
think of our ſelves, to that they will be ſure to 
add ; If we are dejedted, they encreaſe our Ti 
merouſneſs, by injecting Fancies and Threats ; 
and fo the miſerable Soul is tortured by them. 
But if they find ys rejoycing in the Lord, and 
diſcourſing of Matters that do relate to Him, 
keing the Soul fenc'd with fuch Thoughts, they | 
are confounded and turn aſide ; becauſe alf things 
are in the Lord's Hand, and a Devil prevails not 

ink a Chriſtian. When the Enemy faw Fob 
iminur'd thus, he runaway from him : But when 
he found Fudas deſtitute of theſe, he took tum 
Captive. So that if we would deſpiſe the Ene- 
my, we ſhould always think of the things that 

te to the Lord ; and our Souls would be 
always rejoycing in Hope and we ſhould _ 


periſhing : Bug rather let us rejoyce and be glad, © - 
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| all the Devil's ludicrous Tricks be like Smoak, Wi 

and they themſelves rather flying than purſu- Wpr 
' Ing. For, as I told you before, they themſelves 
_ are very fearful, always expeCing the Fire pre» 
pared for them. Take this therefore for a Sigy 
not to be afraid of them ; Whert any Spirit ap- 
pears, faint not for Fear ; But be the Viſion what 
It will, firſt boldly ask, Who art thou, and Whence ? 
arid if it be the Appearance of a Good Spirir, W# 
thou wilt preſently be ſtrengthen'd with Ple- Wane 
rephery, and turn t fo'p Anas of Fear into Joy: W 
But if it be a Diabolical Appearance, it preſently 
fails, when it ſees thy Mind ſtrong; for thy 
asking, Who, and whence art thou? 1s a gn 
' of the Ataxy of thy Mind. Thus Joſhaa thi 
Son of Nave, Jofh. 5. 13. learnt by asking: il 
_ 4 Enemy was not conceal'd when Daniel 
ask'd. | | | 
' Antony having diſcours'd after this manner, 
they all rejoyced, infomuch, that their Love of 
Vertue was encreas'd, and the Negligence of 
ſome Was ſhook off, and the Opinionativeneſs 
or Self-Conceit, and Vain-glory of others ceas'd; 
and all were perſwaded to -deſpiſe-the Devil's 
Treachery, admiring the Grace hap war ge 
to St. Antony by ourLord for his Exereife. i 
 2r. The MONASTERTES now were 
Hike ſo'many Sacred Tabernacles, fall of Divine 
Choirs, ſinging and delighting in Holy Confe- 
rences, and Faſting and Preying, and exulting 
is wks Ae 
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in the Hope of future Goods, and working to 
gve Alms, and Exerciſing mutual Love, and 
wanimous Symphony among themſelves. So 
fat you might ſee there, of a Truth, a Land 
& Piety and Righteouſneſs by it ſelf: For there 
was neither an Injurious nor an injured Perfon, 
father any Complaint of the Oppreſſour : But 
«Altitude of Aſceticks, having one and the 
ame Ardour for Vertue ; inſomuch, that 
'me amonglt the reſt of the SpeRatours, ſeeing 
fach Monafteries, and regular Diſcipline, could 
pot forbear crying our, as we read, Numb. 24. 
$6. How goodly are thy Dwellings, O Jacob, and 
thy Tabernacles, O Iſrael! As the ſhady Vales 
tre they ſpread forth, and as the Parks beſide 
the Rivers, and as the Tents which the Lord hath 
fx'd, and as the Cedars by the Waters fide; ' * 

22. St. Amtony therefore, oft retiring himſelf 
into his Monaſtry, daily grew Vigorous in Ex- 
erciſe, and groan'd, longing for Manfions in 
*Heaven, becauſe he. long'd for them, and ob» 
ferv'd the frail Life of Man : When-ever he'was 
about to eat, or drink, or ſkep, or ſerve any 
other Bodily Neceſfiries, he blufh'd; for- he. 
thoughr upon the Dignity of his IntelleQual 
part: So that oftentimes, when'he was going 
tocat with other Monks, and call'd ro Remem- 
brance his Spiritua] Food, he retus'd, and'retir'd 
to eat alone, thinking he ſhould bluſhif he was 
ſeen Eating by them. .. When he! cat alone, 
kar E x EWas- 
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was purely out of Neceſſity: Sometimes, though 
very ſeldom, he eat with his Brethren: Br, 
though 'twere with Bluſhing, he took the Lis 
berty to acquaint his Brethren, for their Benefit 
that they ſhould lay out rheir Leiſure rather on 
their Soul, than their Body, leſt it be weigh'd 


down by the Pleaſures of the Body, which, 


ought to be/in Subjeftion to it. For ou 


what you ſhall ear; nor for your Body, what ye 
ſhall put ax : | Do not ſeek what ye may eat, nor 
what ye nay drink, neither aim at high things; 


For all. theſe _—_ the Nations of the World 


ſeek; for your Father knows that ye need them; 


and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you. 


...23. Not long after the Emperour Maximinus 
Perſecuted the Church ; and ſome Holy Marryrs 


. being carried to Alexandria, he left his Monaſtry 
- and followed them, faying to his Friends, Let 
ug alſo go and combat ; or ſee thoſe who do: for! 


he: was Ambitious of Martyrdom. But, not 
being willing to deliver up himſelf, he miniſtred 


| to. the Confeſſors in the Mines and Priſons, and 


ſhew' great' Diligence in the Court of Judica- 
ture, comforting and fpurring on thoſe that 
were call d to. it, and attending them till they 
were Crowned Martyrs. Wherefore, the Judge 
phſerving the Fearleſneſs and Aſſiduity of Antony, 


7 And of thoſe that were with him,; ordered that 
© no Monk ſhould. appear in-the Court, nor fo 


much 


# 


on 
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much as live in the City ; fo that all the reſt 
ſeemed to abſcond that Day : But St. Antony 
took this ſo much to thought, that he waſh'd 
us Scapalary the cleaner the Day after, and ſtood 
1 foremoſt on an high place before the Judge's 
| WW Face. And though all Perſons -admir'd at it, 
MW 2nd the Governour, as he pafs'd by with his 
W Train, took Notice of it ; yet he ſtood unmov'd, 
 hewing the Readineſs of the Chriſtians 'to die: 

| for, as I faid before, he wiſh'd to die a Martyr, 
and appear d very much griev'd becauſe he did 

I pot. Bur the. Lord preferv'd and reſerv'd him 
for our Benefit, and the Advantage of many 
more, that he-might be a Teacher to mafty, ' by 
the Exerciſe which he learnt out of the- Holy 
 Scriptures/; for the bare fight of his Diſcipline" 
inflam'd many others to imitate his Life. Where- 
fore, he again viſited the Corfeſſors, as he us'd; 
| and, as it were bound up together with them, 
he labour'd to ſerve them. But after-that' Per- 
fecution, 'in which the Bleſſed Biſhop Petgr ſuf 
fered Martyrdom, ceas'd, he pilgrimag and 
retir'd again to the Monaſtry, where he was 
daily a Martyr in Conſcience, and fought the 
Combatrs of Faith : For there he us'd himſelf 
to much;and ſtricter Exerciſe; for he always 
inner Garment was Hair-cloth, his 
upper of Leather'; which was: the Habit he 
| = to "his dying Day ; —_ Nan the 
nor ſo much as his Feet, 
dir off is Body, no, a m any 


NI. 
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unleſs they were wet by chance, when he waded 


tim 

vas relolved fo go tothe upper Thebais, where 
| W -; i ; \ 7 nd, ; "" Sik 234 
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thorow Water on a Journey. 

_ Now, when he had thus retir'd, and re- 
folv'd tocontinue in that State ſome time, withz 
out ever going abroad, or entertaining any 
Company. | There came to him one Martimian, 
a Colonel, who had a Daughter troubled with 
a Devil, and was very troubleſome to him ; and 
after he had ſtood a long while knocking at the 
Door, and entreating him to come, and pray 


'to God for his Daughter, A4ntoxy would not 


ſuffer him to break open his Door ; bur {eanin 
outof the top, faid, © Man, Why doſt thou ſtand 
*crying thus? I am a Man as well as thou : If 
"thou, believeſt, pray to God, and 'ris done pre- 


- ff ſently.. . The Colonel therefore pray'd to God 


with Faith, and-went his way, and his Daughter 
was -cleans'd from the Devil. Many other 
things :did our Lord by him: Wherefore we 
do 'not read in vain, Matt. 7. 7; Ask, and it 
ſhall he given you. For many that were Sick, 
and only fat without the Monaſtry, by Faith 
and Prayer wereCur'd. But as ſoon as he faw 
himſelf thus diſturb'd by a great many People, 


and-:not permitted to retire, according to his 


Purpoſe and Deſire, and fearing teſt, from what 
amy by bm, be ould chalk of 
any one <lte,) upon that account, ſhould think © 
'ond what he ought, he thought, and 


ag 


be liffed up, or. 
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go body knew him; and having took fome 
Loaves of his Brethren, he fat Thos by the 
River Banks, watching for a Veſſel to get over, 
; the mean while came a Yotce \ Jany Heaven, 
ying, * Antony, Whither goeſt thou, and 
*wherefore 2 Antony, without any Commoticn; 
or Diſorder of Mind, ( for he was us'd to ſuch 
extraordinary Occurrences ) faid, © Since the 
*Multitude will not let me be at reſt here, I 
*have a mind to retire in the upper Thebais; 
*and ſo much the rather, becauſe they require 
*things above my Strength. Then reply'd 
the Voice,. ** Should'ſt thou go thither,. thoy 
* would'ſt have double the "Trouble to undergo; 
* But if thou would'ſt be quiet, indeed, go.into 
"the inner Wilderneſs. But, * Who ( ſaid 
* Antony ) , ſhall ſhew me the way, for I don't 
* know it? And -the Voice preſently direted 
him to- ſome Sarazens that were travelling that 
way. Whereupon Antony made up to them, 
and requeſted to walk with them to the Wil 
dernels. They, as it- were by the Order of 
Providence, receiv'd him readily. By that time 
he had travelled with them three Nights and . 
three Days, he came to a very high Mountain, 
'Now, under the Mountain there was fine, clear, 
cool, ſweet, trembling Water ; and without the 
Plain, a few Wild Palm-Treces that had been 
negleted. Antony, as being ſent thither by ' 
God, was in Love with hy Place ; for this m_ 
TR] | V4 |- ety 


| 


. F- 7 Ns 
| 


56s TheLifeof St. ANTONY. 


the Place of which the Voice ( that ſpake to 
him upon the Banks of the River ) gave him 
Notice. Having at firſt took with him ſome 
of his Fellow Travellers Loaves, he tarry'd 2; 
lone in the Mount, 'no Body at all converſing 
with him. [There he kept looking upon it as 
_ his own Home. The Sarazers having obferv'd 
his Tnrent and Propoſal to himſelf in Living 
there, deſignedly paſs'd often that way, and glad- 


ly fupply'd him with Bread. - He had alfoa little 


Refreſhment from thePalms. ' | 
25. And afterwards the Brethren, tike Chik 
dren mindful of their Father, rook care to ſend 
to him.” But Antoxy conſidering that ſome were 
toyled upon the account of bringing him Bread, 
and being willing" to ſpare the Mon s that trou- 
ble, deliberated with himſelf how he might pre- 
vent it; and| fo, at laſt, deſired thoſe that came 
to him <0 bring him a Spade, and a Marrock, and 
alittle Corn. When he was fupply'd with Ma- 
tertals, he walk'd a little way, and having found 
- @ little piece of Arable Ground, he THI'd it ; and 
Having Plenty enough of Water to water it, he 
Jow'd biz Grain there; and thus, ever-after, he 
was 10-147 fm ebay Bread enough every Year ; 
m—— aulſe he was troubleſome to none, 
. and could keep himſelf withour being burthen- 
| fome to any one. ' After ſeeing ſome coming to 
' him again, he Tilfd- ſome more Ground, and. 


Planted a fem Zerbs, for the Refreſhment of any 
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tird Traveller, Art firſt the Wild Beaſts of the 
Defart came, out of pretence for Water, and da- 
mag d his Standing-Corn. One Day, therefore 

he pleaſantly took hold of one of the Beaſts, and 
faid to them all, © Why do ye hurt me, fince I 
*don't hurt you 2 Get ye gone, in the Name 
*of the Lgrd, and come no more near this Place 


| *apain;- and from that time they, as it were, 


receiving his Command, never came again: So 
he _ alone in the inner part of the Mountain, 
attending to Prayer and Exerciſe. But lis Bre- 
thren came and miniſtred unto him, entreating 
him to let them come once a Month and bring 
him ſome Olives, Beans, and Oyl, becauſe he 


' was .now grown- Ancient. Whilſt he lived 
| there, how many Conflicts he under-went, ('not 
with Fleſh and Blood, but with Devils, his grand 


Adverfaries,) we know very well from thoſe 
who went to him, who heard Tumults, Voices, 
and Noiſes, like thoſe of the trampling of Horles, 
and claſhing of Arms, and ſaw the Mount fuil of 
Wild Beaſts in the Night, and him as it were 
Fighting and Praying againſt them: But he 
emboldened the Hearts of thoſe that came to him, 
and' ſtrove upon Bended Knees in Prayer with 
the Lord. And 'tis worth our while to contider, 
with Admiration, that he ( though all alone in 


ſuch'a great Wilderneſs) was nor afraid of the 


Devifs Aſfulting him, nor of the Fierceneſs of 
many Wild Beafts and Creeping Creatures 5 _ 


l 
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did literally ( as 'tis written ) truf# in the Lord 
Lke Mount Sion, having a Mind unmovd, 
void of FluQuation : So that ( as 'tis written ) 


Job 5. 2:3. the Devils fled, aud the Wild Beaſts. 


were at Peace with him, The Devil, therefore, 
( as David ſings, Pſal. 34. 16.) gnaſh'd upon 
him with his Teeth when he ſaw him. - Bur 


| voy was comforted by our Saviour? and con- 


tinu'd unhurt, notwithſtanding all his Subtleties 
and Stratagems. The Devil ſcnt all the Beaſts 


and Snakes out of their Holes and Dens gaping 


upon him, ang threatning to bite him. Bur he 
underſtanding the Device of the Enemy, ſaid tg 
them all, «1 ye have received any Authority 
® over me, I am ready to be devour'd by you; 
© bur if yeare ſuborn'd by the Devil, tarry here 


. * no longer, bur get ye hence in an Inſtant; for 
 *Tam Chriſt's Servant : and they fled at his 


Word as faſt as from a Whip. 

26. A few|Days alter that, as he was at work, 
( for he always took Care to labour ) one ſtand- 
ing at the Door, train'd after him with his Heels 
ſome of his plyant Twigs which hehad wrought 
together ; ( for he made little Baskers, and ex- 
chang'd them with thoſe that came to him for 


"What they brought him ) and as he ſtogd up, 


he faw a Bea#f, down to the Thighs like a Mar, 
þut with Legs and Feet like an 4/5. Anton) 
my ſign himſelf with the Sign of the Cr n4 
and faid, *I am a Servant of Cwiſt; If thou 


£«c 
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art” ſent hither againſt me, lo! I am here, 
But the Beaſt with his -Devils fled ſo faſt, thar 
he fell and dy'd for Haſte. Now, the Death of 
the Beaſt fignify'd the Overthrow of the Devils ; 
for Ry all they could to bring him out of 
| the Wilderneſs, but could not prevail. 
2.7. goon after this he travelled with ſome of 
his Brethren Monks that came to ſee him, and 
requeſted him to come and live with them a 
| lirtle while. Now the Monks had a Camel to 
carry their Loaves-and' Water, ( for that Defarr 
was Waterleſs, neither was there any drinkable 
| Water thereabouts, but by the Mount where 
' his Monaſtery was, and thence they had the 
' Water that they took with them. ) Where- 
| fore, their Water failing them whilſt they were 
upon their Way, and the Heat being very great, 
their Lives were in-Danger ; for having ſearch'd 
all the Places thereabouts, and found no Water, 
they were. not able to walk any longer, but lay 
down.upon the Ground, and difmiſs'd the Camel 


 to-ſhift for its (elf, paving of their own Lives. 
e 


Now the Old Man ſceing them all in Danger, 
was very much troubled and groan'd, and having 
ſtept a little way aſide and knelt and pray'd, the 
Lord preſently made Water ſpring forth out of 
the Place where he had pray'd ; and they all 
drank and reviv'd, and fill'd their Bottles, and 
having ſought the Camel found him; tor ( as 
it happen' d ) the Halter twind about a Stone 


TAE SEnmonrPs > 244 " 


1-94 a oY R a IT RON "re Ur gee __ hs; 
EDITS TAS Dada R LIT ELI EI Ny Ian, ns, ow T we y 28-20 
OY NIL AYE vo Bed tos or ge; I RE RI A—dod gl DE, hr en, I 
; 4 "I - 6 l I EEO WV IK > Snkeg 1 we 2» Is jo Fa At + <6. 0x *iaerns 


60 The Life of St. ANTONY. . 
and held high Faſt; fol vliey-brought hilt wa: 
ter'd and loaded him, and travell'd fafe to their 
Journeys End.” And as ſoon as he came to the 


Outer Monaſteries, they all- came and faluted, 


him, as a Father. And now there" was Joy 
again in the Mountains, and a new Emulation of 


Proficiency and Conſolation by mutual Love W 


and Faith. Ic rejoyc'd Antony mi ily to ſee 
the Forwardneſs of the Monks, an 

grown old in Virginity, and become a Governeſs 
over other. Virgins. In « ſhort timefter he 


return'd to his 'own Mountain, whither many 


that were Diſeaſed came to him. 


28. He would be continually charging all 


the Monks rhat came to him, to believe in the 
Lord, and love Him, and'to keep themſelves from 
filthy Thoughts and carnal Pleafures, and ( as 


tis written in the Proverbs ) not to. be deceiv'd 


' by the Fulneſs. of the Belly, and to avoid Vain- 
glory, and to pray contimually, and to ſing before 


i Sleep and after Sleep, and to lay up the Precepts 
> of the Holy Scriptures in their Breaſts, and re- 


member the Acts of the Saints, that the Soul 
being minded: of thoſe Precepts, may be |con- 
formed to! their Zeal : but eſpecially he advisd 
_ them to have St. Pau!'s Saying in mind, Let wet 

the Sun go down upon your Wrath ; and:to apply 
this in Common to every Precept, that the'Sun 
' * maynotonly not godownupon'theirWeath, but 
\ - upon any: other Sin - whatſoever ; for 7tis| but 


\ 
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firting, that the Sun ſhould not condemn us for 
any-Wickedneſs in the Day, nor the Moon by 
Night, for any Sin or Thought. | If we would 
e truly Beautiful, Sr. Pas/'s Advice muſt. be 
kept, 2 Cor. 13. 5. Judge your ſelves : Try 
your ſelves. Let, therefore, every one of you 
' take an Account of both his Day. and Night 
Actions; and wherein he has offended, let him 
| leave oft; and wherein he has not, let him nor 
ry ; but let him continue in that which is 
Good, and not be Negligent, or contemn his 
Neighbour ; neither Let him juſtifie himſelf till 
( as the Bleſſed Apoſtle fays ) the Lord come, 
* who ſearcheth into the moſt ſecret things ; for we 
are often, even to our ſelves, in the dark; as to 
what we do we are ignorant ;| But the Lord 
comprehends all things. Wherefore, yielding 
and aſcribing Judgment to him, Jer us be Pati- 
ent one with another, and bear one another's Bur 
thens, and Judge our ſelves ; and, whereinſoever 
we are behind hand, let us ſtrive to fill up our 
Defefts. And pray let me defire you to take 
this Rule as a Preſervative againlt Offending : 
Let all of us mark and write| down all our 
Actions and Motions, in order to declare them 
: to one another; and ye may be confident, that 
if we always bluſh to be known, we ſhall tor- 
bear ing, nay, ſo much as thinking "_ 
all thing; for, Who would Sin a Sin for whic 
. he mall: preſently undergo open Shame ? ps 
on | @ is 


6s TheLifrof St ANTONY: 

this Means, who-ever | offends cann't be ſecret 
. without lying. By this Means we ſhould never 
fornicate, asbeing always in one another's Sight. 


- But by writing aid communicating | ous, 


Thoughts, we ſhall keep from inward Impuriry; 
through Share of having it known. Ler our 
Paper therefore ſerve us inſtead of the Eves of 
our Fefow-A4ſceticks, that our bluſhing, when we 
write, them down in order to be feen, may pres 


vent our Luſtingamiſs in any caſe. , By keeping . 


cloſe to this Model of Diſcipline, we thall have 


Power to fubdue the Body, and fo pleaſe the Lord; - 


and to tread the Wiles of the Enemy under Feet. 


This he faid to all that met him. He us'd to - 


ſympathize and pray together with all Sufferers; 
' and in many Caſes the Lord heard him. When 
he was heard; he did not boaſt ; and when he 
was not heard, hedid not murmoer:; But he al- 


ways, and in all Circumſtances, gave Thanks 
unto the Lord. He exhorred Patients to Loxg-. 


ſuffering, and. made them know, that Healing 
was not from him, or from Men, | but of the 
Lord, who ads as he pleaſes both as to what 
he does, and as to the time when he does it : 
Such Diſcourſe as this was to. them| as a Cure, 


r1 


hone deſpiſing his Le&tures: But thoſe whoſe 


1heſs continu'd; learnt from him to be:patient y_ 
and thoſe that. were Car'd, not to; give Thanks | 
to him, but to God alone. '* Among others, . 
one Fronto, a'Courticr, (having etergla. dice 
| | | gn - * 


, 


| Hee nite of 86, anvTONY. 9; - 


neſs, which eat his Tongue, and juſt affeed 
his Eyes ) came in the Mount, and deſir'd [4m 
tony to pray for him: St. Antony, at his requeſt, 
pray'd to God for Fronto, and bid him be gone, 
and he ſhould be Healed, | 
Bur Fronto having got into his Cell 


es 
by Violence, and tarrying a whole Day there, 
Antony faid, © Whilſt you tarry here you cann't 
* be cur'd. Be gone, and by that time you 
 *come within Sight of Fgypr, you ſhall ce a 
* Sign wrought upon you. St. Awtony ſpeaking 
ns rem 9 he was fatisfy'd, and went his way ; 
as ſoon as he ſaw Egypt he was rid of his 
 Malady, and became a Sound Man, as Anton 
had afſur'd him. There is another Remarkable 
Cure which I muſt not omit. | | 
30. A certain Virgin of 7Tripols. had a very 
terrible and foul Diſtemper ;| tor her Tears, and 
her Snot, and the rurfhing of her Ears, turn'd 
into Worms after it fell upon the Ground ; be- 
ſides too, ſhe was very Paralytical, and had very 
unnatural Eyes. Her Parents having been 1n- 
form'd of St. Antony by ſome Monks that were . 
travelling to him, and truſting in our Lord, who 
( as we read, Matt. 20. ) cur d\an Iſſue of Blood, 
requeſted that ſhe might'travel with them : 
They granting her requeſt, the Child and her 
Parents went with them ; and when they came, 
tarry'd without the Mount with Paphnatius, 2 
Confeſſor and a Honk,' The other Monks went 


in 
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in to St. Antory, and juſt as they were going to 
acquaint him with ir, he prevented them, and 
told them of the Child's Diſeaſe, and her Tra- 
velling with them. Hearing this, they requeſted 
the Child might be permitted to enter; but Sr, 


þ| 


Antony deny'd their requeſt, and bid thgn go 
_ out, and. they would find the Child ei d 


or Dead: For ( faid he) *ZHealing is notan At 
7 of mine ; Why ſhould ſhe come to me, who 
©am a miſerable Man? To Cure is the Property 
* of our Saviour, who exerciſes Mercy in every 
"* Place, over all that call upon Him ; and there- 
® fore has fayour'd her'and her Prayer, and has 
© manifeſted this particular Inſtance of his Phi- 
* lanthropy to me, ( viz.). that he -will cure 
*the Child's| Diſeaſe there. This caus'd great 
Admiration amoogſt them; and they went out 
and found the Parents Rejoycing, and the Child 


. Healthy from that time. 


31. About this time, there had 7wo Brethren 
entred upon a Journey, and for want of Water, 
one dy'd upon the way ; arid rhe other was not. 


eds Dying too, and therefore, having no 


Strength to travel, he alſo lay upon the Ground, 
polling to die. Now Antony was ſitting upon 
the Mount, and call'd Two Monks to him that 


. were hard by, and faid to them, * Pray take a. 


© Pitcher of | Water, and run Egypt Road- 
© way; for one of twoFellow-Travellersisalready 


dead, and the other will die too unleſs ye make. 


66 6] 
© haſte ;| 
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* haſte ;-for this was diſcover'd. to. me as I was 
"a Praying Accordingly the Two Monks 
yent and buried their dead Brother, and reviv'd 
the other, and brought him to their venerable 
Father, who was at the diſtance of a whole Day's: 
Journey from them. If any one ſhould ask, 
Why Antony did not ſpeak betore the other dy'd 2 
he asks an improper Queſtion ; for the Sentence 
of Death did not belong to Antony, but to God, 
| whodetermin'd Death for the one, anda;Recovery. 
by Antony's inter-Apency for the other. That 
| wich is to be admirdin Artony, is, That he had 
Soul fo:ſtay'd and ſedate, as to be ſhew'd things 

avſuch a diftance by the Lord upon the Mount. 
\- 32. And a little after, as he was ſitting again - 

upon the:Mount, he faw one lifted up on high 

fromthe Mount, and a great deal of Joy in all 
that met;him : He could not| but admire, and 
call the;Company Bleſſed, afM pray'd to know 
what that might be. Then prefently came a 

Voicezrand told him, that 'twas the Soul of 
Ammunta Monk of Nitria, Now the diſtance 

befiveen Nitria and that Mount is Thirteen Days 
Jaurney. The Monks ſeeing the Old. Man 
.{&@ he continu'd an Aſcetick to his Old Age ) 
vr a Maze, deſired to know the reaſon of 
St. Antony told them that Anmun wasdead: 

| For this Monk was very well known among 
them, becauſe he often care thither, and many 

' Miracles were done by hje of which, thus 8 


ONE. 
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. one. Having once an Occaſion to go over the 
River Lycus, ( which was a great” Inundation 
of Waters) he defired Theodore = -n at a diſtance 


from him, that they mig 
"Naked, as they fwdm over. \Then Theodore 
withdrawing, he bluſh'd to ſe himſelt again 
Naked : And as he was bluſhing and ſolicitous, 
he was of a ſudden convey'd to the other ſide. 
Theodore therefore ( who alſo was a very Reli- 
gious Man) having ſeen him got over, and not 
| arall wetted with the Warer, requeſted to know 
the manner; of his Paſhge : Bur finding Mm 
| loth ro cell him, he took hold of his Feet, and 
— he would not Tet him|go' before he 
Anmwur obſerving the Farneſtnefs of 
Theodore, for the fake of, his Proreſtation, con- 
ſented to tell him, after he had engag'd him to 
hs Body bef F he was dead; and fo told 
bh how he was rry'd over after an-inviſible 
manner, and laid on rhe other ſider Hedid not 
walk on the! Water, nor wasgthe manner of it 
Hm to Men, but only poſſible to thoſe whom 
Lord permits; as he did St. Peter.. Thus 
Theodore told after Ammux's Death. Bur w we 
turn to St. Antony. The Monks to whont St. 
Antony told what he ſaw noted down the we 
m a Book: | And fome Brethren that retur 
from Nitria enquir'd about Thirty Days after, 


ee one another 


and brought word-that Ammar dy'd the lame 


Day and Hour LO Antony hs the So 
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lifted up on high; and they. greatly admir'd 
the Purity of Antoxy's Soul, ind\wondagd how 
he ſhould immediately know what was done at 
(Thirty Days diſtance, and how He ſaw the Soul 
carry d up a-loft.” But we have freſh Matter of 
\ Praife and Wonder from St. Antony ſtill. 
-33- For Archelaus Comes having found him 
praying by himſelf in the Outer: Mount, 
entreated him on the 'behalf of Polycrateia, 
(who was an admirable Virgin, and full of 
* Chriſt ) for ſhe had a Pain in Her Stomach and 
| tier Side, by reaſon of extream Exerciſe,and was 
_ very; weakly alt over her Body : ' Wherefore 
Antony pray d, and Archelaus mark'd down the 
Day- whereon Antozy pray'd ; and when he re- 
.turnd to Laodicea, he found the Virgin well; 
and-having ask'd them what Day the was, digſts. 
relkasd from her Weakneſs, he took au 
Paper jn which he writ down the TimeN _ 
Antoyy-pray'd for her, and immediately [ſhewa®” : 


# thenmy the ſame time writ down in his Paper:  : 


_ $0 that they were all convinc'd that the'Lord 
deliver'd her from her Pains when Antony was, 
by, Prayer, forwarding the Goodneſs of our Sa- 
viour towards her. - 

-- 34. Hedid alſo oftentimes give Notice, many 
days before hand, of Perſons that were coming 
to him: Nay, ſometimes he would tell the 


reaſon of their Journey a Month before hand ; ' JW 


as that ſome came. only to {ce him, others be- 


-$ 
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cauſe. Diſtempered, others becauſe Poſſeſs 
And this we all know of all, That none that 
came to him thought the Labour of his Journey 


a Tronble; or''a Loſs ; | for every one rcturn'd\, 


from him with a Senfe of fome Benefir receiv'd: 
But notwithſtanding he ſpoke and faw ſuch 
{trange things, yet he would not have any one 
admire him for it; but rather to. admire the 


Lord, who, by his Power, has granted us. 


( though but Men) a Capacity and Liberty to 
know Him. - | Ef 


35: Another time _ down ro viſit 


the Outer Monaſteries, and been prevail'd upon, 
by requeſt, to go into a Veſſel and pray with 


der kind |of Scent; And whilſt he was 
fed 1m before them and hid himſelf, cry'd our, 


 Nimeof the Lord Jeſu Chrit?, and came out of 
h.mZand the Young Man was reſtor'd to his 
Wits: And then they all knew that 'twas the 


Devil that ſkunk. 
- 36. There came to him alſo a-Nobleman that 


. = had a Devi/, Now that Devil was fo terrible, 
{ that thc Perſon that was Poſieſs'd was rot ſo | 
| much as fenſible that he came. to St. 4-/ory, 
| and ate his own Ordure, | Wherefore, they that 
=: | [3 ; brought | 


the Monks, Heand'Heonly perceiv'd a wretched . 
and zerrible/S$tink; the Company faid there was 
az falr Fiſh in the Veſſel; but -he'perceiv'd | 
| ming, a Towrg Han that had a Devil,and had 


and the Devil was-rebuk'd by St. Axtony, in the 


OT” Pony 
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brought him begg'd of St. Antony to pray for 
him. Antoxy commiſergting him, pray'd for 
him, and fat up with him all Night ; and the 
Noble Youth, on a ſudden, run againſt St. 4#- 
tony and hunch'd him. Now thoſe that came 
with him were very much diſturb'd at ir: Bur 
Antony ſaid, © Don't ye be angry- with - the 
*Yoath ; for 'tis not he, but the evil Spirir 
within him: (for being rebuk'd, and cortt- 
 *manded to poſt away into ſome waterleſs: 
© Places, he was enrag'd, and did this) There- 
® fore glorifie God for his doing thus againſt me ; 
*for that is a Sign that he is a going out. No 
ſooner had Antony faid fo, but the Youth was 
 zvell and himfclf, and knew where he was, and 
faluted the Old Man, giving Thanks to God, 
- - 37. Many other ſuch hike things did the 
Monks tell of him; and they all agreed in their 
Relation, . But as wonderful as chele thinggare, 
there are ſtranger things yer to be related ; for, | 
' 2S he was going to pray before he eat, about tlie 
Ninth Hour, he was in a Rapture ; nd ({ which ; 
is 2 Paradox ) as he ſtood up, he ſaw himelf 
without himſelf, and ſome orher Beings -by him- * 
ſelf, asit were in the Air; and, afterwards, ſome WW 
other. bitter and terrible Beings ſtanding by him WM. 
in the Air 60, and willing to ſtop him, fo rhax We 
he did not paſs : But the Angels, his Guides a 
Coenvoys, withſtanding them ; they prerend. to We: 
exact an Account of him, to ſee whether he was Wt: 
| | F 3 8s 0% Wt 
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not lyable to them. Now, they would have. 


took the Account from his Birth: Burt St. 
Antony's Guides would by no means allow of 


that; and. told them, * That the Lord had +, 
" blotred: all Faults ſince. his Birth : | But ever 


* ſince he became a Monk, and promis'd to 
* God, rhey might exa&t an Account. Then 
they having accuſed him of what they could 
rot Kong che Paſſage became free, and preſently 
he faw himfſelf,| as it were come to himſelf, in 
a ſtanding Poſture, and. whole again. Hereupon, 
having forgot to eat, he continu'd all the remain- 


.ing Day: and: Night Groaning and Prayiog ; for 


he wonder'd to jee-/how many.-we fight againſt, 
and; through. how great | Difficulties any Soul 
muſt needspaſs'thoraw the Air. © He:could not 
* but, upon this: Occaſion, cail- to mind that Say- 
-ing: of the: Apoſtle, -Eph. 2. 2. According to the 
| F£rince- of: the Power of- the Air: for, here 'tis 
; that, the Enemy! exerts'his Power in-Fighting, 
- -and:attempting to ſtop thoſe who paſs thorow : 
 -for'this RGſon {he the more carnefitly: exhorts 
Chriſtians, £p4,.6. 13. Take-ve the whole Ar- 
amour of. God, that\ the Enemy baving no Evil thing 
to ſay of: you, he may: be aſhamed: But we, when 
| We bad:;been inform'd of this, remembred the 
; Apoſtle ;: Wherber an the Budy, F. kndib not - or oat 
| lof the Body, I kiyw wit : God knows." ' St. Paul 
_ (was. wrapt up as! far-as the Third 'Heaven, and 
; heard anutrerable Words :: But Antony faw m_ 
ik 2» 1-44] | ? | ( 


_ 


for, 
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lf going up into the Air, and contended till 


he was free. | 

38. He had alſo anatþer particular Favour; 
for, as he was ſitting on the Mount.in a Pray» 
ing poſture of Soul, ang perhaps gravelled with 
fome doubr relating to himfelf ( for not long 
before he had been-conferring with ſome who 
had been converſant with him about the State 
of his Soul, and what place it ſhould have after 
this Life ) in the Night-time; ( fo that we may 
truly fay, he was one of thoſe Bleſſed Men, who 
are tauzht of God ) one call'd to him from on 
ligh, and faid, Antony, Riſe, go forth and look ; 
So he went out (| for. he knew whom he ought 
to obey ) and faw a certain terrible, tall, de- 
tormed Perk ſtanding, and reaching up to 
the Clouds, and, as it were, winged Creatures 
aſcending, and him ſtretching out his Hands, 
and ſome of them he faw ſtop'd by him, and 
others flying beyond and above him, and thoſe 
that paſs'd them- carried higher ſtill, without 
the leaſt Solicitude ; upontheſe the Tall Perſon 
gnaſh'd his Teeth ; bur over thole that: fell, he 
rejoyc'd. - And the Voice ſaid unto Antony, Con- 
ſider og what thou ol wn Ang Under- 
ſtanding' being open'd, he perceiv'd that, 'twas 
the Ewnef Baer, who pak 09 the Faithiul, and 
ſeizes on (and hinders-the Paſſage of ). rhote 


who are accountable to himz but that he 1s not © 


« able to ſeize on thoſe who were not perſyaded 
| oj | 
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by him ; for they get out of his reach.” Being 
minded by fuch a Sight again, he ftrove the 
__ to make a Profggency in. his Holy Pur- 

es. | Fo 


39: ButImuſt do him Juſtice, by 2cquainting 


you, thar he did not tell of theſe things willingly, 
But being he was long| at his Prayers, and ad- 
miring with himſelf, thoſe that were with him 


would be importunately asking him; fo that 


he was forc'd, as a Father who could not hide 
them from his Children, to tell them : Beſides 
too, he knew the Purity of his own Conſcience, 
and that the Declaration of them would be pro- 
fitable for them ; fax; hereby he ſhewed the 
Bleſſed Fruit of Perſeverance in Exerciſe, and 
F | thar of 00% Diflicultzes God condeſcends to 
tender 


nſolation to his Servants, even by Vi- 
ſions. I might alfo tell you, how Patient he was 
under Affliftions, and how Humble'of Soul, and 
how that Frame of Spirit mate him revere the 
Canons of the Church with'a peculiar Tender- 
neſs of Diſpoſition, and how willing he was that 
every. Clergy-Man ſhonld be preterr'd before 
him ; for he was not atham'd to bow the Head 
'before Biſhops andPrieſts : And when-ever a 
© Deacon came to him; ta be benefitted:by him, 
he'diſcours'd uſefally tohim-: But he would re- 
| fign the Exerciſe of the Miniſtry; by Prayer, to 
- "him; not being aſham'd'to learn himſelt: for 


| deſcended 


# +oft-times he propos'd”” Queſtions, - and coty + 
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deſcended to give Ear to all that conversd with 
him, and own'd himſelf benefitted, if, any one - 
ſpoke any thing that was uſeful. | 
{ 40. There was much and wonderful Comeli- 
neſs in his Face. If he was preſent with a great 
many Monks, and any one ſeem'd uneaſfte, that 
he might havea full View of him, though he did 
nag know them before, yet, paſling by rhe reſt, 
he would run to him, as though he were drew 
by the Perſon's Eyes. He did not excell others 
in the heighth or breadth of his Body, but in 
'the Conſtitution of his Morals, and the Purity 
of his Soul; for his Soul being free from tumulr, 
he always had his outward Senſes free from Dif- 
orders ; ſothat his Countenance derived Chear- 
fulneſs from his Soul, and the Temper of it was 
diſcernable from the Motions of his Body ; 
( as 'tis written.) Prov. 15. 13. A glad, Heart 
makes a cheerfu! Countenance : But a ſorrowful one 
makes it ſad, Thus Jacob diſcerned Laban to 
have ſome treacherous Deſign in his Mind, and 
faid unto the Women, Ger. 31. 1s not the Face 
of your Father toward me as yeſterday, and the day 
efore» Thus Samuel knew David ; For he had 
cheering Eyes, and Teeth white as Milk. Thus 
alſo Antony was known ; for he never look d di- 
ſturb'd; becauſe his Soul was always at Peace. His 
Mind was conſtantly in a rejoycing Poſture, and 
therefore he never had a louring Look. He was 
alſo very admirable and ſtrict as to tus Faith and 


Piety. 41. He 
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41. He would never hold Correſpondence 
with the, Meletian Schiſmaticks, becauſe he knew 
their Wickedneſs, and Apoſtacy from the Faith; 


nor with the Marichees, nor with any other. 


Hereticks, in a Friendly manner, any otherwiſe 
than to adviſe them to turn to Piety ; for he 
judg'd their Friendſhip and Converfation to tend 
to the Miſchief and Deſtruction of the Sg 
He abominated the Hereſie of the Ariavs, 

charg'd all not ro go near them, or to hold with 
their wicked Tenets. Someof the Areomanites 
having once came to fee him ;\ as ſoon as he 


percav*dwhart they were, he chas'd chem our of 


the Mount, alledging their Diſcourſes to be worſe 
than Poyſon.| And when the Arians told a Lye, 
{ as though he were of the ſame Judgment with 
them ) he expreſs'd great Indignation againſt 

| .Arius; and being ſent for by the Biſhops, and 
+. all rhe Brerhren, he declar'd againſt them in 
Alexandria, telling them that this was the laſt 
| | Herefre, and the fore-runner of Anti-Chrift ; and 
| he added, Thar rhe Son|of God was not a Crea- 


\ ture made of the things that are not, bur the. 


- #nviſible Word and Wiſdom of the Father's Eſſence. 
Wherefore, 'tis impious to lay, there was a time 
when he was nor; for He was always the Word 
co-cxiſtent with the Father. Wherefore, have 


ye no communication with the 4riays ; for Light 


E  Gath no fellowſhip with the Darkneſs : For ye, who 
| are pious, are Chriſtians; but they-who im- 
- | & a”: piouſly 


| # 
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pouſly ſay, that the Son and Word of God, 
who is of the Father, is a Creature, differ not at all 
from Heathens, who gerve the Creature more than 
God, who created them. But do ye believe, that 
al the Creation groans againſt them, becauſe 
they reckon the Lord and Creatour of all thinzs® 
by whom all things that were made were made, 
a Creature, ; 

42. So publickly did all rhe People fee that 
Hereſie which fo oppoſes Chriſt anathemartis'd, 


'by this great Man, and therefore abominated® 


them: And all of the City ran together to ſee 
Antony, The Greeks alio, and thoſe that were 
perrins their Prieſts, came to the Temple, ſaying, 
We defire to ſee the May of God; for all - 
calfd: him fo. ' Alſo the Lord cleans'd many 

that were Poſſeſs'd, by him, .and heal'd many 
wounded Perſons, and others that were wounded 
in 5 Underſtandings : And many Greets 
defird to rouch the Old Man, believing they 
ſhould be benefitted thereby. By this means 
there were as many Chriſtians in a few Days, as 


us'd to be made in a' whole Year. Some Perſons 


ht the Crowd was too troubleſome to hity, 


andigherefore-kept Perſons from preſſing upon 


him : But he was not diſturb'd with rhem,' and 
faid to them, *® The People are not more in 
* Number than thoſe Devils with which I have _ 
* contended in'the Mountain. When he went 
. away, we went before him. | 


43. And 
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2-163 And as we were juſt at the Gate, as it 
were, « Woman cry'd out, *©O Man of God il 


* pray tarry a little, for my Daughter. is pri 


 *youſly zroubled .with a Devil; Tarry, I pray 
x thee, leſt-1 alſo fall into ſome danger, by run- 
= ning after thee. When the Old Man heard 


"her k willogy wry ar our ner; ork 


Woman drew near, and the Maid fell upon the 
Ground ; and when Antony had pray d, and men-- 
_ tion'd Chrz#4, the Maid roſe up very well, for 
* the Unclean Spirit was gone out of her; and 
the Maid bleſs'd God, and all the SpeRators 

gave Thanks, and St. Antony himſelf alfo was 
very glad, and return'd to his ownabode in the iſ 


Mount. He was alfo/very prudent, and, which 
is. very ſtrange, though illiterate, he was a very 
piercing and judicious| Man. | 
| 44. Once therecame to him 7wo Greek Phi- 
| Joſophers, with a deſign to try him ( now, at 
” thattime, he was in the outer part of the Moun- 
tain. ) - St. Antony perceiv'd what kind of Men 
they were by their Looks," gnd ſpoke thus to 
them by an'Interpreter, O ye Philoſophers, Why 
did you treuble your ſelves to come to ſuch a fin 


ple Fellow 2 \But they reply'd, That he wgs not 


ſo, but very. prudent. | **If ye come to a filly 
* Fellow, faid Antony, your Labour is loſt, and 
© to no purpoſe: But if ye think otherwiſe, be- 
. | *come ſuch as lam; for we ſhould imitate all 

_ "things that are fair and commendable. Had 
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*T come to you, I would have imitated you. 
[*Since therefore ye come to me, become ſuch 
*Men as Iam ; for F.am a Chriſtian, But the 
gmiring, withdrew, for they faw the Devils 
dreading Antony. | 
- 45. Others alſo met him there, thinking to 
at him, becauſe he had not learnt to read. 
Said Antony, pray anſwer me one Queſtion ; 
© Which think ye is firſt, the Mind, or the 41- 
| *phabet'> "Whether of the two is the Authour 
| *and cauſe of the orher, the Mind of Letrerg > 
or, Letters of the Mind 2 They anſwered, 
{ *The Mind is firſt, and the Inventer of 'Letters. 
. Well then, faith Antovy, © Whoſo has \a found 
* Mind, ſtands in no need of Letters. Which 
Anſwer aſtoniſh'd them, and all that were\with 
them ; fo they went away, admiring to fee fo. 
much Underſtanding in a private Man ; for 
| h he grew Old in the Defart, yer he was 
not Savage in his Carriage, like a Mountaineer ; 
but Ke was Courteous and Civil. His Mind 
- and Diſcourſe was ſeaſon'd with Divine Salt, ſo 
- that none envy'd him; but all that viſited him 
ggok delight in him. | 
WM 46. Atter this, ſome Pretenders ro Wiſdom 
among the Greeks came to him, and demanded 
of him an account of his Chriſtian Belief, and 
made offers to diſpute ſubtilly with him abour 
the Divine Croſs, in order to mock him. St. 
Antony having pausd a whik, and pity d their 
| Jenorance, 


* 
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Ignorance, fpoke very well to them by an Inter-- it 

preter, to this Effect : © Which of the Two is | © 
| more laudable, tocontels a Croſs, or to charge al 
- thoſe whom yecall Gods with Adulteries and }| «, 

+ © Sodomies? For our Confeſſion |is-a fign of | 
* Manlinels, | and. Contempt of Death; but | © f 
*yours are. the- Paſſions of Laſciviouſness, | ,P 
* Which is betrer to fay, That the Wiſdom of | © 

God was not chang'd; but for the fake of Sal- ' 
* vation. and ] nce to Men, aſlum'd an 7; 
* Humane Body, that-by Communion with the | ..' 
© Humane Rage, he mighr make Men partake of | 
"a Divine and Intelledtual Nature ;| or, Toliken | 

+ © the Deity to Irrational Beings, and ſa worſhip 

 *four-footed| Creatures, . and creeping ws. 


*end Statues of Men? For, theſe are che R 
* rations of your Wiſe| Men. Moreoyer, How ; 
*dare ye deride us, who fay, That Chriſt did ; 
< appear a Man; when ye, deriving the Soul , 
* from the [|Divine ] Mind, fay, That it wan- 
*dred and lapſed from| Heaven into the Body ? | 
*and I wiſh it did not paſs, not only into an 
*Humane Body, but into four-footed and 
creeping Creatures. | Our Faith\ſaith, Th 
 *Chrift came for the Salvation of Men ; bu 
*ye erring,|fay, The Soul is not generated. 
*We-conſider the Power and Philanthropy of 
*God, becauſe this was. not impoſſible with 
. "God; Bur ye ſaying, That the. Soul is the 
| "Image of the Mind, |yet attribute Lapſes to 
| | 1 Wt, 
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- | *it, and fable it to be changeable, and, by + 
; | © conſequence, introduce the Mind as change» | 
- | "able by the Soul; for, ſuch. as was the 
| | ; Image, ſuch muſt that of which 'tis the 
Image neceſlarily be : But when ye have 
| "ſuch Thoughts.as theſe concerning the Mind, 
" pray conſider . that ye blaſpheme the Father 
* of the Mind himſelf... And as for the Croſs, 
® Whax can ye fay of it > When ye ſee 
-S wicked Men enſnare us, ye ſee we are ready _ 
**to endure the Croſs, and to contemn Death, 
' © whenſoever or whereſoever forc'd upon us. 
” Alas! the Fables ofvthe Rovings of O/iris 
"and fs, and the Sreachery of 7) vpho, and 
* the Flight of Saturn, and Gormandi 
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zings of 
* Childrew, and of Paracide ; What are theſe? 
*Yer theſe are your wiſe Contrivances and 
mghty Foundations. But, moreover, How - 
comes it to paſs, thag when ye deſpiſe the 
®Croſs, ye don't admire the Reſarredtion.; 
"*ſince thoſe who ſpeak of one, have alfo. 
*writ of the other? or, Why are ye, when 
*®ye remember the Croſs, ſilent of the Dead 
_ raisd, the Blind who had their Sight re- 
#* ſtor'd, the Sick of the Paljie who were heal'd, 
"and the Lepers that were cleans'd, and the 
walking a Foot on the Sea, and other Sizrs and. 
* Wonders, which ſhew Chrif7 not to be mcer 
"Man, bur God alſo> Truly, to my mind, 
. ye do your ſelves wrong, and have not read 


our 


(0s 
cc 
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If 


| 


E- -|4 


| *our Writings with Sincerity : But, pray read 
| *and ſee that the things which Jeſus did, ſhew 
| *Him to be God, pilgrimaging upon Earth for 
| *the Souls of Men : Bur, pray tell us of your, 
| Toreat Signs. | pin” Df 


R 


| 47. ©What can ye plead for Irrational Gods, 
| *and their Sayageneſs 2| Ye may, if ye pleaſe, 
fly to ſhelter| by Allegorifing : Let Proſe ine, 
| *be the 'Farth; Yalcan's Lameneſ5, the Fire; = *' 

. | © Juno, the Air; Apollo, the Sun; Diana, the i *; 
| © Moon ;'' and} Neprane,| the Sea: But, never- i © 
| * theleſs, this 'does not make it any more the 
| © Worſhip of God: THis is to-ſerve the Crea- 
| <rures more than the Weatour ;- for ye have | © 
| *compacted thele Stories out of the Conſidera- | *« 

.| *tjon of rhe Creation's being Beautiful : Theſe |} 

| © Works ſhould be admir* 

' | ©havebcen-made Gods; fof, by this means, ye 
| © havegiven the ArchiteQ's Honour to the things 
+ | *that he Built; which is juſt like paying that 
_ -| * Honour to the Houſe, which is due to the 
. -| < Builder; or, the mif-placing the General's 
| * Honour, on the Common Souldiers. Come, - 

<< anſwer me theſe Queſtions, that we'may know | 
' | * why Chriſt's Crols ſhould be derided : But 
they heſirating and looking this way and that 


d, but they ſhould not 


| Sway, St. Anrony ſmil'd, and faid, © Theſe things 
| *zre their own Proof at firſt Sight: -Aridfecing 


* ye kan fo. much on demonſtrative Reaſons, 


* and therefore are not willing we ſhouldworſhip 


without 
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#*without. rational Demonſtration; . firlt ed A 
* fatisfie.me about theſe matters, dof 
How the Knowledge of God rl et 


| & of Faith? and, Which Wo e' 
| "ng? or or Demonltiarign by Re 
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